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LIFE 

O F 

GAVIN DOUGLAS, 

BISHOP or DUNK ELD (i). 


GaVJN DOUGLAS, Author of the Poem of the 
Palice of Honour, and the celebrated Scotch 
Tranflator of the -fliNEio of Virgil, was born ei¬ 
ther in the end of the year i474> or in the beginning 
of the year 1475. 

He was third Son of Archibald fifth Earl of An¬ 
gus, who is diftingui/hed fometimes by the name of 
Bell the Cat, in allufion to a well known hifto- 
rical Event in the Reign of James JII, and fometimes 
by the name of the Great Earl of Angus. His mo¬ 
ther was Elizabeth Boyd, daughter of Robert Lord 
Boyd, Lord high Chamberlain (2) of Scotland. 

The place of his birth is not certainly known. 
It might be the Caftle of Douglas, In the fiiire of 
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Lanerk ; of TantaHan in Eaft Lothian ; of Dudhope 
in the neighbourhood of Dundee, and fliire of An¬ 
gus ; or of Abernethy in the diftritft of Strathcrn, 
and fhirc of Perth: in all which places .the Earls 
of Angus had rcfidence. 

Little is known concerning the firfl part of his 
Life. He was intended for the church, and it ap¬ 
peared, from the figure he afterwards made, that he 
had received a very liberal education. 

But the education in Scotland at that time was 
varioufiy condu( 5 tcd. Though there were two Uni- 
vcrfities, one of them at Glafgow, and the other at 
St Andrew’s, yet many noblemen and others placed 
their fons in Monafteries, to be inftrudted by learned 
Monks ; after which they were frequently fent abroad 
to attend in a foreign Univerfity, and to be ftill far¬ 
ther accompliihed by acquiring an acquaintance with 
the manners of other nations. 

He is fuppofed to have entered into Prieft’s Or¬ 
ders, about the year 1496 ; and was then apj>ointed 
Kcdtor of the church of Hawick in Teviotdale (3). 
The barony of Hawick at that time belonged to James 
Douglas of Drumlanrig. The Earl of Angus, who 
had extenfive eflates in the foreft of Selkirk and in 
the county of Roxburgh, was exercifing jurifdij^tion 
ip»s warden of the eaft and middle Marches (4). Our 
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GAVIN DOUGLAS. iii 

Author was there among his own kindred. And it 
muft be owned, that the country in which he was fi- 
tuated, was, in many rerpe<ft8, admirably adapted to 
cherilh his natural genius for poetry, and to call it 
into exeilion. 

Before the year 1509, he was alfo appointed Dean 
or Provoft of the Collegiate Church of St Giles in 
Edinburgh, which was a place of confiderable dig¬ 
nity and profit (5). 

It was, while in thefe his more humble fituations, 
that he wrote his Poetical Works, which have tranf- 
mitted his name with honour to pofterity. 

His tranquility began to be diflnrbed in the year 
X513. Occurences followed which forced him into 
public life, and were the means of involving him ia 
the political conteils of the times. 

His two cider brothers, George Mafter of Angus, 
and Sir William Douglas of Braidwood or Glen- 
berfie, were in the number of thofe illuftrious per- 
fons, who, along with their fovereign, were killed in 
the battle at Flowdon, September 9, IJ13. 

Tke old Earl of Angus, who had left the field be¬ 
fore the commencement of the battle, when he heard 
of the fatal iflue, retired to a religious houfe in Gal- 

a ii loway. 
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loway, where he died of grief, in the beginning of 
the year I5i4> 

Archibald, fon of the late Mailer of Angus, fuc- 
ceeded to the earldom ; a young nobleman, remark¬ 
able for the beauty of his perfon, and for his ambi¬ 
tious fpirit. 

Queen Margaret, who was then Regent of the 
kingdom, widow of king James IV, of Scotland, 
and daughter of king Henry VII, of England, en¬ 
couraged his addrefles. Without waiting for the 
general confent of the nation, they were married, 
Auguft 6, 1514 (6). 

It might have been expefted, that our Author, be- 
caufeof his noble birth, his princely conne( 5 lions, and 
his own eminent talents, would have met with little 
or no interruption in his advancement to the higheft 
offices in the church. But it was found to be other- 
wife. The influence of the Queen was greatly dimi- 
nilhed in confequence of her marriage with the Earl 
of Angus. Her title to the regency was no longer ge¬ 
nerally acknowledged. And the rivalffiip for power 
among the noblfs, efpeclally between the families of 
Hamilton and Douglas, during the minority of king 
James V, divided the nation into parties, and was 
the occafion of a continued feene of misfortunes to 
our Author (7). 
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His ambition, however, naturally rofe upon the 
marriage of his nephew with the Queen. It was fuit- 
able to their political purpofes, that he fliould 
fpeedily promoted to places of greater importance >• 
and the prefent juncture feemed in feme refpeifts fa« 
vourable. 

From the time of the battle at Flowdon, in which 
the Archbiihop of St Andrews, the Bifliop of the 
Ifles, the Abbot of Kilwinning, the Abbot of Inch- 
affray, and fomc other churchmen were killed, many 
of the great benefices had remained vacant. The 
Queen had prefented qualified perfons. But the 
diffurbances excited by the difappointed candidates, 
ftill kept the places open, till the determinations of 
the Pope could be obtained, to w’hom all parties had 
their recourfe. 

The Queen, Auguft 5, 1514, which was the day 
preceding her marriage with the Earl of Angus, wrote 
a letter at Perth, to Pope Leo X, on the fubjedl of 
the benefices. Tn the lift of perfons recommended 
by her, fhe mentioned Gavin Douglas, and requefted 
that the Abbey of Aberbrothick, which was one of 
the richeft in the kingdom, might be conferred 
upon him (8). 

She again wrote a letter to the Pope, wholly in 
his behalf. ** Mafter Gavin Douglas,” ftiidflie, “ is 

a iii highly 
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highly acceptable to us. He is one of the firft nobi¬ 
lity in the kingdom, and is fecond to no perfon in 
learning and in virtuous life. He already, with ceco- 
fiomical power, prefidfcs in the Abbey of Aberbro- 
‘ thick : nor will his own family fuffer him to be dri¬ 
ven from it; at leaft, if a fuperior force fhould pre¬ 
vail, much variance would be the confequence* 

“We therefore very earneftly intreat, that this 
man, who is worthy not only of an Abbey, but of the 
higheft authority, even of the Primacy of| the king¬ 
dom, and of a greater than it, may have the govern¬ 
ment of the faid Monaftery, till he ftiall be endowed 
with a more ample Prelacy”(9). 

An opportunity of prefenting him to the primacy 
of the kingdom quickly occurred. William Elphin- 
flon, Bifhop of Aberdeen, who, probably becaufe of 
his great age, had with the confent of all parties been 
appropriated to the fee of St Andrew’s, died O< 5 lo- 
ber 25, 1514. The queen immediately recommend¬ 
ed Gavin Douglas to the Archbifliopric. 

“ He took pofTeflion,” fays Buchanan, “ of the 
Caftle of St Andrew’s, relying on th? fplendor of his 
family, on his own virtue and learning, and on his 
having been nominated by the Queen.” 

But the was unable to protect or maintain him in 
the poffeflion, John Hepburn, Prior of the tegular 

Carons 
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Carons of St Andrew's, having procured his own 
monks to eleiit him to the archbiftiopric, under the 
pretext of an ancient right which the monaftery, in 
conjunction with the Caldees, once had enjoyed, ex¬ 
pelled from the caftle, the fervants of Gavin Douglas, 
and fortified it with a ftrong garrifon. 

The Queen and the Earl of Angus were filled with 
indignation, when they heard of the vioUnce of John 
Hepburn. But he was encouraged and fuppoi ted by 
fome great men of the kingdom: and probably it 
proceeded from the requeft of our Author, whofe 
delicate fenfe of the true dignity of the Ecclefiaftical 
charaefter was uncommon in the times in which he 
lived, that no violent efforts were ufed againfl the 
Prior. 

Some of the Popes had granted power to the fo- 
vereign princes in Scotland, to prefent wdthin eight 
months to benefices above the yearly value of two 
hundred ducats (lo). But often when the king was 
a minor, or when other pretences were furnifhed, 
the Popes refumed the power and aCled as patrones. 

Leo X. did fo at this time. He fet afide both the 
competitors who were contending for the fee of St 
Andrew's. 

Andrew Forman, Bifliop of Moray, in Scotland, 

and Archbifhop of Bourges in France, was then at 

Rome 
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Rome afting in his own behalf. The king of France 
and the Duke of Albany had folicited the Pope in 
his favour: and- the Pope by his letter, dated at 
Rome, December 8, 15x4, addrefied to Queen Mar¬ 
garet and to the Council of Scotland, inveUed him 
with the gift of the Archbifhopric of St Andrew's, 
of the Abbeys of Dunfermling and Aberbrothick, and 
of all the other benefices which had belonged to the 
late archbifitop (n). 

Thus partly by violence, and partly by intrigue, 
our Author was dilappointed both of the abbey and of 
the archbilhopric (is). 

GeoPvGE Brown, Bifliop of Dunkcld, died at his 
caftle, in the Ifle of Cluny, January 14, 1514—15. 
The Queen w'as then at Perth, with thofe lords of 
the council who were of her party. As fhe enter¬ 
tained but faint hopes of our Author obtaining the 
vacant fee of St Andrew’s, Ihe, with the advice of 
thefe lords, prefented him, in the king’s name, to 
the vacant fee of Dunkeld. 

But there was already a competitor in that fee. 
BLfiiop Brown’s death was reported at Dunkeld be¬ 
fore it had actually happened, and means were im¬ 
mediately employed to fecure the fuffrages of the 
chapter in favour of Andrew Stewart, Prebendary of 
the Church of Craig, in the fhire of Forfar, and bro¬ 
ther of the Earl of Atholc. 

He 
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He was not capable of being fully defied accor¬ 
ding to the Canon Law, becaufe he had not yet ar¬ 
rived at the office of a fub-deacon. He was therefore 
populated, as was cuitomary in fuch a cafe, by the 
canons and prebendaries, and reference was made to 
the patron for confirmation. 

The Queen, to ftrengthen her authority, applied 
to the Pope. By the affiftance of her brother king 
Henry VIII, Ihe procured from Rome a Bull or A- 
poftolical Decree in favour of Gavin Douglas. 

But the interference of the Pope was far from be¬ 
ing of ufc for fome time. The political infli^ence of 
the Queen and of her hulband was daily declining. 
John Stewart Duke of Albany, grandfon of king James 
II, and coufin of the late king, arrived in Scotland 
from France, May lo, 1515. The Earl of Angus 
either privately left the kingdom, or durft not pub¬ 
licly appear : and the parliament, w’hich met at Edin¬ 
burgh, July 12, declared the Duke of Albany Re¬ 
gent, and inftated him in the full exercife of his of¬ 
fice. 

In fome former reigns, laws had been enadled 
againft procuring or making ufe of prefentations 
from the court of Rome, to fuch benefices as were 
in the king’s gift. The offending perfons, if they 
did not refign their benefices when required, were to 

be 
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be declared rebels and traitors, and to be punithed 
with banilhment, and with the profcription of goods* 

These laws were generally difregarded. But they 
were made a handle of in the cafe of Garin Douglas^ 
who was too nearly related to the Earl of Angus not 
to feel the effeds of the Regent’s jealoufy (13). 

He was therefore fummoned to anfwcr to the 
charge of tranfgrcfling the laws of the kingdom. 
The judges, according to the laft parliamentary fta- 
tute (i4)> were to be ** the beft and worthieft clerks 
of the realm”. They were to report their judgment 
to the lords of the Privy Council. If the perfon tried 
was found guilty, the fentcnce was to be publilhed 
in the name of the king and three eftates, and the 
execution of it was to be committed to the Chan¬ 
cellor. 

The Chancellor, tn the time of Gavin Douglas, 
was James Beaton, Archbilhop of Glafgow, a parti- 
fen of the Earl of Arran ; and who, probably, as a 
churchman, prefided at the trial. 

It w'as not allowed as a fufficient defence of our 
Author that the Queen had prefented him in the name 
of her fon, becaufe her title to the Regency had been 
difpnted from the time of her fecond marriage. It 
would have been inconhftent with the honour of his 

charader 
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charadcr to renounce all right derived from her re¬ 
commendation, as he and many others had continued 
to acknowledge her as Regent. And to relinquifh his 
claim derived from the Pope’s gift, he might reckon 
an offence againft the authority of the church in fuch 
matters, and contrary to the finccrity which became 
him in the religion he profefled. 

He waa found guilty,” fays Miln, of afting 
againft the laws of the kingdom. He was banifh* 
ed by the unanimous voice of his judges 5 and the 
fee of Dunkeld was declared vacant.” 

The fcntence of his banifiiment, ho^vever, was 
Hot executed. If he had gone to England, he would 
have been well received by king Henry VllI, who 
was not difpleafed with his fifter, for having married 
the Earl of Angus, and was highly diflatiefied with the 
late proceedings in Scotland. If he had gone to 
Rome, he might have w’atched the favourable oppor¬ 
tunities of prevailing againft his rivals in the church, 
and of obtaining benefices from the Pope, whofe au¬ 
thority could not long be contcfled in Scotland, in 
the manner in which it now was. The Regent there¬ 
fore, and Chancellor thought it moft prudent that he 
fiiould be fent to prifon. 

His trial feems to have happened early in July, 
1515 : and his impiifonment continued till Aug uU or 
September, 1516. 

The 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 




THE LIFE OF 


xii 

The firft place of his confinement was the Caftle 
of Edinburgh. Afterward he was conveyed to the 
Caftle of St Andrew’s, where he was committed to 
the care of Prior John Hepburn, his former antago- 
nift in the archbiftiopric: from thence he was con¬ 
veyed to the Caftle of Dunbar, and again to the Ca— 
file of Edinburgh. 

While he was confined fome events happened, 
the report of which would give him pain. 

The Queen, Auguft 9, 1515, was in expeftation 
of having the young king and his brother committed 
to her cuftody, by means of Alexander Lord Hume, 
whom the Regent had already difgufted. It appears 
to have been her refolution to carry her children with 
her into England. But her fcheme being difappoint- 
cd, file retired to England, Auguft la ; whither Lord 
Hume, who was denounced a rebel, becaufe of the 
afiftance he had given her, alfo went; and where al- 
fo the Earl of Angus, and fome of his relations, took 
refuge (15). 

In the diocefe of Dunkeld, Andrew Stewart, the 
poftulate biftiop, obtained the king’s warrant from 
the Duke of Albany for levying all the rents of the 
bilhopric. But the Dean of Dunkeld, George Hep¬ 
burn, fon of Sir Patrick Hepburn of Hales, adhered 

to 


Digitized by 



Original from 

' PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



OATIN DOUGLAS 


XIU 

to the firidnefs of the Canon Law, and retained the 
tithes till the biihop ihould be confirined. 

Miln gives a good charadler of the Dean, accor¬ 
ding to the notions of religion entertained in thole 
days, (i6.) 

% 

Not long after the comdkencemcnt of the vacan¬ 
cy, the Dean was eledted by the Chapter Vicar 
general of Dunkeld, and ofiicial for the charge of 
fouls.” His piety was exemplary, and, notwith¬ 
standing his great age, he adted with zeal and with 
a conliderable degree of vigour in the temporal, as 
well as in the fpiritual concerns of the diocefe. 

He met with trouble in endeavouring to promote 
the caufe of our Author* In a court which he kept 
at Dunkeld, and to which he had called the tenants 
and vaOals, he began to recommend the Queen’s 
right, and the peace of the country. 

But a perfon of the name of John, whofe furnamc, 
Miln, out of tendernefs conceals, and who a^d as 
an agent for the poftulate biihop, fired the great guns 
of the Cattle or Epifcopal Palace, at the houfe where 
the court was htting, and threatened the Dean with 
immediate death if he did not ceafe from exercifing 
his jitrifdidtion,. 

b JOH>t 
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John was excommunicated for the difturbance he 
had given. But inftead of obeying the fentence he 
came daily to the church, and frequently in compa¬ 
ny with Andrew Stewart. 

** At laft,” fays Miln, Matters were brought to 
fuch an iflue, that at Dunkeld there was a total ftop 
put to the performance of divine worfliip. From St 
Nicolas' day,” (December 5, 1515), “ till Palm-fun- 
(*5*6), “ there was no attendance in the church, 
neither on fundays, nor on faints' days; no vefpers, 
no mattins, no ftated fervice of the canons, and no 
mafs of any kind.” 

In Auguft or September, 1516, the affairs of our 
Author took a more favourable turn. By the medi¬ 
ation of king Henry VIII, an Agreement took place 
between the Duke of Albany on the one part, and 
the Queen and Earl of Angus on the other, one of 
the articles of which agreement was, that Gavin 
Douglas fhould be fet at liberty. 

The Chancellor, James Beaton, accommodating 
himfelf to this new turn of affairs, joined his influence 
in mediating a reconciliation between the Regent and 
Gavin Douglas, fo that nothing fhould be allowed to 
hinder bis fettlemcnt at Dunkeld. 
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The Chancellor invited him to Glafgow, where 
he himfelf performed the ceremony of confecrating 
him to the epifcopal office ; and as he knew his funds 
were low, from the circumftaoces he bad lately been 
in, he paid all the expcnces which attended the con- 
fecration, and gave him prefents. 

Our Author, now Bifhop of Dunkeld, proceeded 
from Glafgow to St Andrew's, which was the feat 
of his metropolitan. From thence he went to Dun¬ 
keld to be enthroned in his own Cathedral. The 
clergy and laity there received him with every teUi- 
mony of affe«ftk>n. They accompanied him to the 
cathedral, where he gave them his bicffing, and wher« 
the Pope's Bull, which once had occaiioned him fo 
much trouble, was publiflied with the ufual folem- 
nities, at the great altar. 

But the Caftle, which was the Epifcopal 
was occupied by the fervants of Andrew Stewart: 
and the Bifhop, not obtaining accefs there, lodgeU 
in the houfe of the Dean. 

The next day, the fteeple or tower of the cathe¬ 
dral being alfo filled with Andrew Stewart's men, it 
-was reckoned not fafe for the Bilhop to return to the 
church. He performed divine fer\’ice in the Dean's 
houfe, where he alfo held his firft chaptcrly meeting, 
in which the mutual oaths were adminificred. 

b z " After 
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Aftee dinner, while he was advifing with his 
fnends about what coiirfc he ought to follow, whe¬ 
ther he fliould fend notice of his htuation to the Re¬ 
gent, or whether he ftould go to the Regent in per- 
ibn, news was brought that Andrew Stewart was in 
arms, and coming to affift his fervants in the palace. 
At the fame time the great guns were fired at the 
I 7 ean’s houfe from the palace and from the ftecplc. 


The Bilhop’s company immediately prepared for 
his defence. Thofe of them whom Miln, who was 
upon the fpot, mentions, were James third L#ord O* 
gilvy of Airly, David Lindfay Maftcr of Crawford, 
Colin Campbell of Glenorchy, (Chartres) Laird of 
Kinfauns, James Carmichael; George Hepburn dean 
of Dunkeld, Thomas Greig prebendary of Alyth, and 
many other churchmen, 

M^hile they fet thcmfelves to oppofe the progrefs 
of the prebendary of Craig, they fent meflengera to 
inform the Bilhop’s friends in Angus and in other 
places of his fituation. In confequcnce of which, a 
great number of people arrived at Dunkeld the next 
day, not only from the neighbouring country, but 
alfo from Montrofe, and from the dower parts of 
Fyfe. 

Andrew Stewart, finding that there was a great 
multitude to oppofe him, retired with his company 

into 
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into the woods. His fervants who ftiH kept pofleOTion 
of the palace and (leeplc, were, after a little time, 
expelled partly by ftratagem, partly by military force 
though without bloodfhed, but chiefly by the terrors 
of excommunication. 

The pretence of Andrew Stewart was that the 
Regent had committed to him the keeping of thefe 
places, and that therefore he could not deliver them 
without the Regent’s ample warrant. 

He and his brother the Earl of Athole went imme¬ 
diately to court to complain of the cxpulfion. The 
Bifliop followed tojuftifyhis own coiidu( 5 l. “For 
fame time,” fays Miln, “ there were mutual accufa- 
tions. However, by the wdfdom of fome of the coun- 
fellors, they agreed upon thefe terms, that Andrew 
Stewart fiiould retain all the Bifhop’s rents he had 
received; and Ihould alfio have the churches of Al- 
yth and Cargill, upon condition of paying fome chal- 
ders of victual to the Bifhop,” (17O 

This reconciliation may be fuppofed to have hap¬ 
pened September 28, 1516, as the Duke of Albany's- 
letter to the Pope concerning it is of that date. 

The letter was written in a ftrain remarkably fub- 
Biifilve. Leo X, was a Patron of learned men, and 
an^^encourager of the fine arts. He was W5II inform- 

b 3 ed 
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ed that Gavin Doughs bore in his own country a 
character of eminent learning and genius. It naay 
therefore be prefumed that he fincerdy intended to 
favour the promotion of fuch a perfon ; and that the 
Duke of Albany was afraid of hie being more ready 
on that account to refent the affront which had been 
offered to the Papal Authority. 

The complimentary cxpreffions in the letter, when 
rendered into plain Englifh, may appear ridiculous 
or offenfive. But the following tranflation may not 
only ffiew the policy of the Regent in palliating what 
had happened, but may alfo ftill farther illuftrate the 
charaifler and hiftory of our Author, whofe accep¬ 
tance of a Bull from the Pope was declared to be a 
crime no longer than was reckoned convenient. 

“ To Leo X. Sovereign Pontiff. 

“ Moll bleffed father, we are happy to kifs your feet. 

“ Some time fmee the church of Dunkeld became 
vacant by the death of George, it’s late Pallor, who 
died at home. The Prefident and Chapter, reliding 
at Dunkeld at the time, poftulated to the church as 
their pallor, though as to facred matters they could 
not canonically eki 5 t, an illuftrious man, Mr Andrew 
Stewart, by both his parents procreate of royal blood, 
fon of the Earl of Athole, and powerful in thofe 
parts. 

« They 

^1/^ Original from 
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« T HftY committed to his keeping and proteAion 
the Lands, Caftles and Places belonging to the Bi- 
fhopric, that by his authority the incurfions of the 
Woodland people might be repelled. 

** But your holinefs, as was reported by the moft 
Reverend Cardinal of Medicis, aflTumed to the church 
of Dunkeld Gavin Douglas 5 who by the frequent 
letters of your clemency to us, being at laft recon¬ 
ciled to us, is now admitted to the pofTcflion of that 
church. 

“Lest, however, any tumult or fedition ihould 
arife, we have perfuaded the other, who under pre¬ 
tence of his being poftulated held the forts and caf- 
tles, to enter into an agreement, which, if confirm¬ 
ed by the authority of your Blelfednefs, would hap 
pily end the whole affair. What we therefore entreat 
at prefent is, that all defers of law and deed, and all 
errors being removed, the contraft may be ordered 
to be obferved. * 

A more full relation will be made by the moft 
Reverend Cardinal of St Eufebius. 

** Most BlefTed Father, farewell. From Edin¬ 
burgh, 28th day of the month of September, in the 
year of falvati^, (ig.) 

FaoM 
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From this trmc,’^ fays Miln, the church, and 
the whole province of Dunkeld enjoyed peace- The 
bifhop, though he was loaded with debts, yet gave 
himfelf to good works* His firft work was the 
bridge’' (over the river Tay at Dunkeld)," one arch 
of which his predeceflbr had built, and his executors 
drove the piles for other two. Bilhop Douglas con¬ 
tinued the work ^ and upon his receiving two hun¬ 
dred and forty pounds from Bifhop George’s execu¬ 
tors, the work was fo much brought forward that 
all foot people had an eafy paflage. His other good 
works, fpiritual and temporal, I leave to the pens of 
the higher canons." 

Thus Abbot Miln finifhes his account of Gavin 
Douglas, and alfo concludes his book of the Lives of 
the Bifhopa of Dunkeld. It was wrote by him w^hile 
he was one of the leffer canons, and therefore before 
1518, when he fucceeded Patrick Panter as Abbot of 
Cambufkenneth : for he concludes his dedication to 
^hc bifhop and chapter with thefe words, “ Alexan¬ 
der Miln, an unworthy canon, official of Dunkeld 
and prebendary of Monedy, wifhes joy and increafe 
in godlinefs," (ao.) 

I 

In 1517, the biffiop of Dunkeld was one of thofe , 
counfellors who w^ere appointed to affift the Duke of 
Albany in negociating a treat)^ with France. The 
' ^ bifhop 
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bhhop and the other counfellors went for that pur- 
pofe to France, May 15th, 1517; and the Duke^ 
June 7th. : 

In January, 1517—18, the bifhop left France, and 
returned to hia own country, bringing with him a 
fubferibed copy of the treaty, which waa called a 
renewal of the ancient league between the two na* 
tioDs, (ar.) 

June a7th, 1518, he was employed in fuch mat* 
ters of party, or of national concern, as required him 
to correfpond with feme perfons in England, There 
is an original letter, fubferibed by the bilhop, of the 
date above-mentioned, in the Cotton Library, the 
contents of which are not yet publickly known, (aa.) 

He feems, before the end of that year, to have 
gone into England: for Mr Pinkerton has told ue 
that in the fame library, “ is a letter from Angus and 
others,” (of date, December 14th, 1518) “ recom^ 
mending the bilhop to the king of England, to fettle 
fome points between them,” (23.) 

He was at Edinburgh, April 30, 1520, when a bloo¬ 
dy conteft happened on the ftreets of that city, be¬ 
tween the followers of James Hamilton Earl of Ar¬ 
ran, and the followers of the Earl of Angus. 

The 
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. The defign of the Ear! of Arran and his party was 
to fetze the Earl of Angus, and, in all probability^ . 
afterward to put him to death. 

An adtive perfon on the fide of Arran was James 
Beaton, Archbi/hop of Glafgovv, His zeal for the 
entcrprife prompted him to do what was not uncom¬ 
mon among the churchmen in his time, but which 
the frequency of the practice could not render ho¬ 
nourable in any of their profeflion ; he put on a fuite 
of armour, which however he concealed under his 
canonical habit, with a refolution perfonally to afTift 
his party. 

The bifhop went to him, and entreated him to 

4 

join, as a churchman, in mediating a peace between 
the two Earls. Upon his refufing to meddle in the 
affair, the bifiiop could not help infinuating a fufpi- 
cion of his being an inftigator in the animofity which 
then fubfifted, and of his being privy to a dangerous 
%iefign. 

The archbifhop thought proper to aflert his inno- 
oency, and to appeal to the peace of his own confei- 
ence. In doing fo, he clapped his hand, inadver¬ 
tently, with fome violence, up'bn his own breaft, 
which made the iron plates of the armour to give a 
rattling found. 

The 
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The biihop was furprifed at the difcovcry, and 
felt a becoming indignation, “ My Lord," Caid he, 
“ I perceive your confcience clatters,” (14.) 

When his efforts with fome other perfons had 
proved ineffe^ual, he retired with grief to his own 
houfe (25), where he employed himfeif in fuch ads 
of devotion as were fuitable to the danger his friends 
were in. But he allowed his fervants to ufe their 
arms in the defence of the Earl of Angus* 

Angus and his party were attacked, and came off 
Vidorious. Seventy two perfons of the oppofite par¬ 
ty were killed, fome of them men of confiderable 
rank. The archbilliop, who had been perfonally en¬ 
gaged, and who, as Buchanan expreffes it, ** flew 
about in armour as a fire-brand of fedition,” nar¬ 
rowly efcaped: he was taken from behind the high 
■altar in the Black-friers church, to which he had fled 
for fhelter, and ow^ed the prefervation of his life to 
the interceflion of Gavin Douglas, (26.) 

In November, 1521, the party, which was head¬ 
ed by the Earl of Arran, fo entirely prevailed, that 
profecutions w^ere commenced againft the Earl of 
Angus, and againft many of his friends. The biftiop 
thought it moft prudent to retire into England. In 
the Cotton Library, “ are inftrinflions for him from 
Angus and others, to implore the King of England's 

aid 
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aid againft Albany the governor,*' dated, December 
X4, 1521 (27). He rcfided in London, where he en¬ 
deavoured to relieve his mind with the converfation. 
of fome learned men. 

But two events occured, one of which tended to 
imbitter to him the place of his refidence, and the 
other to increafe the animohty of bis enemies at home 
in their procedure againft him. 

The firft was the war which now broke out be¬ 
tween Scotland and England. He thereby found 
himfelf refident in an enemy's country; a circum- 
ftance, which was not only difagreeable to himfelf, 
but which was alfo reprefenUd to his difadvaatage 
in the Scottilh court. 

The other was the vacancies of the See of St An¬ 
drews, and of the Abbay of Dunfermling, which hap¬ 
pened by the death of Andrew Forman in the begin¬ 
ning of the year, 152a. 

The eager expectant of thefe benefices was Jame« 
Beaton, who not only as Archbifliop of Glafgow, 
but alfo as chancellor of the kingdom, had much in¬ 
fluence in all public affairs. The rival whom he moft 
dreaded was the biftiop of Dunkeld; he therefore 
exerted his utmoft endeavours either to difappoint 
him, or to accomplifti his ruiiu 

There 
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T#!e«e is fome ground to believe that the Bilhoji 
dt Duiikeki Xvaa not without hopes of obtaining theft 
bencfttfcs from the Pope, by meArra of the emperor, 
and of the king of England^ and that he had formed 
a refolution of going to Home peifonaWy to folicit 
the preferments, or at leaft to remam there till he 
could fafely return to his own country. 

Jn the mean time a Procefs in Scoirard w^as car¬ 
rying on againft him in his abfertce; fhc rmtirre and 
Hfuc of which appeared ir» a Proelamatifm at Ediir-* 
burgh, Pcbruaryiift ijai*—32 ; which was made in 
vhe name of the King of 5 cet&, and ordered in the 
prefence of the Regent, with the advice of the Lords 
of Council, ami of the three EA ales of Parllamept. 

The particulars were, « that Gavin, Bifhop of 
Dunkcld, not only without the permiflion of the Re- 
gent and three Eftatee, but even contrary to the Re¬ 
gent’s exprefs command had entered England. That 
he was intending to remain there, to the betraying 
df this Kingdom, “as might be coitj'c^ftured from m.r- 
ntfeft tokens.' That he Was joining himfeif to the ho- 
AHe Englbb, even after war had been declared. By 
which doings he had fallen into the crime of Treafoff, 
according as it was defined in the A^s of Parliament. 

Therefore, for the difeouragement of Confps-- 
rades and Rebellions, it was enacted that the Vicat 

4 
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General of St Andrews, Ordinary of the forefaid 
Bilhop, fliould go to Dimkeld, there to fequeftrate 
the Revenues of the Bifhopric; And that no perfon 
whatever, under pain of treafon, fhould furniih mo¬ 
ney or other means of fupport to the Bifliop, or in¬ 
form him by letters or meffengers of any thing that 
was pafTing/’ 

In the fame Proclamation, it, was declared, by the 
three Eilates, ‘‘ that letters from the King and the 
Regent (hould be fent to their facred Lord the Pope, 
left, contrary to the privileges of the kingdom for- 
nrerly granted by the Sovereign Pontiffs, he Ihould 
aiTUme or commend the forefaid Gavin to the Arch- 
bilhopric of St Andrews, to the Abbay of Dunfcrm- 
ling, or to either of them, to the great injury of the 
commonwealth. , 

Also That thefe letters might not be reckoned 

by the Pope to proceed from private picque againft 

Gavin, or from partial favour to any other perfon, 

the three Eftates were to fend fupplicatory letters to 

the fame effedl: and all the letters were to be au* 

thcnticated by the great feal of the Sovereign Lord 

the King,” (s8). 

% 

\ 

So much afraid was James Beaton of Gavin Dou¬ 
glas obtaining the vacant benefices, that he himfclf 
wrote a letter from Edinburgh, April 8th, I5aa, to 
Chriftiern II, King of Denmark, in which hobefought 

th^ 
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that King to command hismiiniftcrs at Kome to en^ 
dcavour to difuade the new Pope, Adrian VI, from 
recommending Gavin Douglas. 

It is my duty,” faid he, to write in this man¬ 
ner becaufe of my office as chancellor. For Gavin is 
undermining the liberties of this kingdom. He U 
acting contrary to it’s moft ancient eftablifhments, 
and to the privileges granted to our kings by the So¬ 
vereign Pontiffs. Without having received letters 
from the king or from the Regent, nay, by means of 
our enemies, the moft auguft Fmperor and the King 
of England, he is making intereft with the ^poftoli* 
cal fee for the Archbilhopric of St Andrews, and for 
the monaftery of Dunfermling, which are the chief 
Ecclefiaftical feats in the kingdom,” (29). 

But at the time when this laft letter was written, 
Gavin Douglas had got beyond the power of all -his 
enemies, and was removed from all contraverlies. a- 
bout earthly ptomotions. The plague raged at Lon¬ 
don, which proved fatal to him, about the end of 
March or the beginning of April, 1532, not long af¬ 
ter he had completed the forty feventh year of his age. 

If he had lived till the Earl of Angus came again 
into power, he would, no doubt, have been reftored 
with honour to his- native country. But whatever 
preferments he might have attained, thejievolutions 

c a It 
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in the admintftration of afikirs in Scotland' were # 
frequenti and fo violently carried on and bis con¬ 
nexion with the Earl of Angus was fo incapable of 
being diffolved, whofe ambition and arbitrary pro¬ 
ceedings became intolerable to the king and to the 
whole nation, that he mult AiU have been expofed to^ 
nuny troubles, (30). 

Thomas Halfay, Biihop of Leighlin in Irelandy. 
died at London nearly about the fame time wifh our 
Author* They were both interred in the Hofpital 
Church of the Savoy« It is to be hoped that their 
monumental ftone is (till to be feen* After the in- 
feription for the Biftiop of Leighlin, the following^ 
w ords were added, 

“ Cw, Lavusy Conditury Qawinusy 
^uglasy Seoiuj, iMij^keUeny Pr^tily 
Patriay ( 31 ). 

At the left fide of whom, is buried Gavin, 
Douglas, a Scotchman, Bifhop ofT>uakelU, sm 
exile from his native country, 4V 

John Leffy, Bifcopof Rofs, fays of himy. ** If he* 
had not mixed himfelf in the national tumults, he 
voidd have been truly worthy of being confecrated- 
or immortalized in the books and memory of all per- 
fons, on account of bis pmgnant wit, and fingular 
erudition.’^ 

But 
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But confldering the high opinion entertained of 
his abilities, and the friends who demanded his fup- 
port, whom he crould not defert without the impu¬ 
tation of felfifhly confulting his own tranquillity, it 
^as not pothble for him to avoid being entangled in 
the public affairs, unlefs he had retired from the 
world altogether; whicn in his circumftances he 
could not have done without affuming, and " 

adhering to the rules of the monaffic life* 

Buchanan, though no popifli bifliopas Lefiywas^ 
and to whom no one will impute a partiality in fa¬ 
vour of the Romifh clergy, fpeaks of him in more 
honourable terms, Gavin Douglas,'* fays he, ** left 
among good men a highrelilh of his virtue. Bedde 
the fplendor of his birth, and the graceful dignity of 
his perfon, he was poffeffed of the various kinds of 
literature which were cultivated in the times in which 
he lived, of the ftri< 5 left temperance, and of a Angu¬ 
lar moderation of mind. In turbulent affairs, and 
amidft adverfe nations, he preferved his faithfulnefs 
unfliaken, and was held in efteem. He left behind 
him excellent monuments of his genius and learning, 
written in his native tongue.** 

0 

Also Abbot Miln, who, being one of his own 
canons, had the beft opportunies of knowing him in 
his private charader and in the government of his 
jee, when fpcaking of him fays, He was iuftrucled 
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^ all dlfine and huknan lcarrnng.*-A man of g^emus^ 
of great in Divinity, and in the Canon Law/* 
On the day of bis inilallation at Dunkeld, the 
Clergy and Laity joined in praifing God for giving 
them fo nobloi fo learned* and fo decent a Bithon.** 


It docs not appear certain that he wrote apon any 
^ the fubjedts of Tlieology. His book, to which 
he gave the title of. Aureie Narrationes,” or Gol¬ 
den Hiftories, but which does not feem to be now 
extanti might po&bly corrtain fomethiDg of that kihd. 


The account which he appears to give of k in kts 
cpiftle to Henry Lord Sinclair, is, that it exponnded\ 
** Aiange HiAories, and uncommon terms.’’ From 
which it may be conjedtarcu, that, like Lord Vera* 
lum’s book “ of the wifdom of the aircients,” it con* 
Cained a moral and religious explanation of the tabieX 
of anticjiiity. 

But bis genius led ban cbieBy to Poetical compo* 
Ation, in which, it is not to be doubted, he iodul- 
ged himfelf very early- He took plcafurc in rural 
defeription, and in relatingherwc achievements; amt 
as he had a particular fondnefs for his vernacular lan¬ 
guage, he may be fuppofed to hare been the Author 
of fome of the paftoral and heT(^ ballads, or celeb* 
rated fongs of his titne, though he did uot formally 
acknowlege them. 

The 
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The firft Poetical piece of any confct^ucdce tvbioJi 
he thought proper to owo, was httj tranllation of CK 
vid’s Book “ De Rentedio Amoria.” Hia tranUation 
probably was printed; but no copy of it is ruppo£ed 
to remain* 

It hae been conjedhared, from what has been fug- 
gefted perhaps fxoinjTo unqueiUonable authority (3a), 
that he found the eacercHe of tranOating this book ae- 
Cc 0 ary to core him o£ a youthful attachment, which 
according to the Rules of the Popith church be could 
not continue iir a confiAency with his view of enter- 
mg Into holy orders. 

He feeaw.iftdeed to allude to the Law of Cehhacy 
m hk laft adventure at the Palace of Honour; Tho 
habitation of the honourable toadies was Airrounde-d 
by a deep ditch. When he attempted to pafs over 
by the narrow Bridge by which, no doubt, he mearrt- 
the ceremony of marriage, he fell into the water, and 
awaked front hi^ dream. 

In 1501# When he was aboirt; twenty feven years of 
age, he wrote his aBcgork^ Poem.of the Palace of Ho* 
Dour. He dedicated it to King Jame* 1 V, wdiom Era- 
fmuain one of bis adagies, commends as a Prince en¬ 
dowed “with great quioknef* ©f genius, and with uni- 

wrial knowiege.’' The aliegory is of that mixed kind 
which introduces ideal perfons with faCh as are real, 

and 
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and the Greek and Roman mythology with facred Hi-'* 
ftory. The Author, in a vifion, finds himfelf in a wil- 
dernefp, where he fees troops of perfons travelling to 
the Palace of Honour. Theyare feverallydefcribed by 
him. He then joins himfelf to the train of the mules, 
and in their company proceeds to the happy place* 

He difplays great powers of invention. The Poem 
abounds not only with moral leflbns, but with lively 
and pi^turcfque deferiptions: and the language, tho' 
it may now appear barbarous to many, becaufe of. 
hs obfelete words and feeming deficiences inconftruc- 
tion, is artfully compiled and wonderfully expreflive# 

It has been feveral times printed. A copy of the 
beft edition, which was printed at Edinburgh in 
1379, has been preferved in the Advocates Library; 
and from it the Morifons, Bookfcllers in Perth, were 
allowed to give their Edition. 

Another of Gavin Douglas’ youthful performan¬ 
ces was his “ Comoedix Saerx.” To turn pieces of 
facred Hiltory into Dramatic Poems, and to reprefent 
them on the ftage, continued to be the falhion long 
after our Author’s time. Buchanan’s compofitions of 
this kind were conducted with decency. They were 
fuitablc to the dignity of the fubjeds, and to the cha— 
rafters of the perfons he introduced. But oft-times 
abfurd circumftances mingled in fuch compofitions.. j 

We 
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Wi know not how our Author’s performance was 
€ODdu€te<4 afi no copy of it i« fuppofed to remain. 

A difcovery has lately been made of another Poem 
ftferibed to our Author, and to which the title has- 
been given of “ King Hart.” Mr Pinkerton found 
it in Sir Richard Maitland of Lcthington’s manuf* 
Cijpt collcflion of Scottifh Poetry, now in the Pepy» 
fian Library at Cambrige. He has favoured his coun¬ 
try 'with the publication of it, and of fome other Po- 
'cms from that fame colkdion. Maitland believed it 
to be the work of our Author, as appears from bis 
affixing the words “ Quod Maifter Gawin Douglas 
Riihop of Dunkeld.” 

It contains an allegorical defeription of the diffe- 
jnent ftagee of man’s life ; and leaves upon the mind 
of the reader a melancholy conviction of the folly of 
thofe perfons who,, having yielded tbemfclves to the 
dictates of pleafure, are thereby refigned to the in¬ 
vading infirmities of old. age, and find cauie to be a- 
fraid at the approach of death* 

Befoile the time of its being inferted by Sir Rich¬ 
ard Maitland in his collection, which could not be 
fooner than the year 1555, it is poffiblc fome expref- 
fions were altered, or interpolations introduced^ 
which the Bifliop would not have approved. 

In 
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In imitation of the wit or pleafantry of the Latin^ 
and more efpecially of the Greek Poets, our Author 
affedted to think that he had given great offence to 
Venus, not only by his tranflating Ovid's book “ of 
the cure of Love," but alfo by his having uttered a 
bitter complaint, or hypochondriacal invedtive againff 
her in the furft pai^ of his Poem of the Palace of Ho¬ 
nour. ^ 

He reprefents himfelf in that Poem as refcued from 

her rcfcntment bv the mufes. And when he faw her 

# 

again on his arrival at the Palace, fhe gave him a 
book, viz. Virgil's j£neid, which ihe commanded 
him to tranflate. He promifcd to obey her command 
and took his leave of her. 

To this he refers in his Epiftle to Lord Sinclair, 
when prefenting to him the tranflation of the -ffiTle- 
id, in which he fpeaks to the following purpofe, 

I have fulfilled the Promife which I made to Ve¬ 
nus about twelve years ago, as my Palace of Honour 
witnefleth. I then undertook to tranflate •'VirgiPs 
volume of her fon ^neas. My Lord, it was at 
your command that I compiled this work in our 
vulgar tongue : Yet allow Dame Venus to have her 
compliment, ! 

... < 

Whom to, fome time, ye were an fervand true." 
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A very amiable character of this nobleman is given 
by him in his hrft Prologue or preface to the Aineidi 
where he ^eaks to the following effeA. 

t 

** I engaged to tranllafe this mod excellent book 
at the requeft of a renowned Lord, Henry Lord Sin¬ 
clair, an illuftrious^Baron^f noble anceftry, the fa¬ 
ther of books,, the prj^^or of fcience and learning. 
Divers times, with* preffing arguments, -fre prayed 
me to tranflate Virgil and Homer. Being nearly re¬ 
lated to him in blood, 1 regarded his requeft as a 
command. What perfon that has any courtiefy in 
his mind, Can gainfay a Lord fo kind and gentle ? 
befidc his natural politenefs of manners, his humani¬ 
ty, his courage, his chivalry, and freedom of fpirit, 
he takes as great delight in collc< 5 ting, and reading 
books, as ever king Ptolomy II, did.” 

About fix weeks after the tranflation of the 
neid was finifhed, Henry Lord Sinclair, who was the 
Moecenas of his times in Scotland, was killed at the 
battle of Flowdon. Our Author loft in that fame 
battle not only his two elder brothers, and the king 
his Patron, but alfo many other friends. Two hun¬ 
dred gentlemen of the name of Douglas are faid to 
have been killed. The nation<d and particular Ioffes 
\ybich our Author felt on that fad occafion, might 
incline him to compofe fome pieces of Elegiac Poet¬ 
ry. But if he compofed any, none of them arc now 
known as having been acknowledged by him* 

He 
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Hk hndfatdin his Epilogue to the ^nied, thstt Ins 
mufe ever afterward flioirld be wholly contemplative 
and folitary as a bird in a cage. That he had attain^* 
cd the fummit of man’s Life, or the half of thrcc- 
Icore years and ten, and was now dcfeendiog on the 
other fide. Therefore, iaid be, 

Here I rcfigne up younkerics obfervance, 

And will direct my labours evermore, 

^ Unto the commonwealth, and Goddis Gloir-’* 

Yet it may be conjedured that he was the Author 
of that celebrated Elegiac fong, which deferibes the 
devaftatron oocafioned by the battle of Flowdon^ in 
that part of the country with which he had long been 
well acquainted (33.) 

Hk began to tranllate the JEneid, January i^ii— 
12 ; and finiflied his tranilation of it, and of the fup^ 
plementary book of Mapheus, on the Feaft day of St 
Mary Magdalen, viz, July »2d 1513. 

Bwt he was clofely employed in the work only 
fncteen months: For during two months it lay by 
him untouched, on account of fome matters of great 
and ferious confequence in which he was occupied 
(34)- This he mentions as an apology, if his work 
fhould: be thought fubtile and obfeure, and not ib- 
plcafant as it ought to be. Yet he befeeches that 
neither bis rhymes, nor any of his words may be 
tered^ 

To 
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To each of the books of the ^ncid, and to Ma- 
phcuB* fupplement, he prefixed a Prologue. Some 
of thefe Prologues have been greatly admired for 
their moral tendency, and their luxuriancy of def- 
cription. The Prologue to the 12th book, which 
contains the defcription of a morning in May, ^aa 
been happily tranflated into modern Engliih by a 
Scotch Poet, the late Jerom Stone. 

Our. Author divided each, book of the JEneid in¬ 
to chapters, and prefixed to each chapter a Poetical 
title narrating the contents. 

Lesi^y mentions the high opinion he entertained 
of our Author’s tranflation. “ He hath rendered,” 
fays he, “ our language illuftrious by many monu- 
rricnts of his erudition. Among thefe this proof of 
bis genius is by far the moft excellent, that he gave 
us the JEneid of Virgil in our common Idiom, with 
fuch dexteiity, that each line of Scotch anfwers to 
one of Latin; with fuch energy of phrafe, that they 
who undei-ftand it will admire the hidden force of 
our language : and with fuch fuccefs, that the-ho¬ 
nour conferred on the ancient Poets cannot eafily be 
compared with thcipraife which, he deferves in tin's 
way of writing: For in (o much as our language is 
rough, and deftitute of that copioufnefs which re¬ 
commends the Latin, the praife of Douglas is the 
jpore illuftrious. In his tranflation of Virgil the 

d fvreetnefs 


Digitized by Goc >gle 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 




XXXVlll 


• THE LIES OF 


fwcetnefs of the verfes, and the gravity of the fenten- 
ces have been prefcrved; he hath clearly explained 
the fignifications of the words, and given the full 
Arength of almoA every period. And all this was 
done by him in the fpace only of eighteen months,” 

( 35 )- 

Lesly, however, feems to have wrote from me¬ 
mory, and had forgot when he faid that only one line 
of Scotch was given for one of Latin. 

A great part of the language of the tranflation is 
now obfelete, and the delicacy of pronouncing it is 
confequently loft. The poUAi of Virgirs Verfes can¬ 
not therefore be eafily perceived in it. But fuch per- 
fons as will take a little trouble in becoming acquain¬ 
ted with the gloflary will be convinced that Gavin 
Douglas fully faw and felt the beauties of his Author; 
that he was careful not to omit any of them, and has 
improved fome of therewith confiderable judgment; 
they will find that every thing proceeds fo freely, is 
fo ftrongly imagined, aud fo naturally exprefled as 
to give his work the fuperior excellence of not only 
captivating their attention in a pleafing manner, but 
of making them ready to forget that they are reading 
a tranfiation. 

Though he loved his vernacular language, yet he 
again and again called it barbarous. He wiAied to 
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foften and enlarge it. His purpofe was to write a» 
he had learned to fpeak when he ** was a page,*^ 
which means when he was a boy: yet he determined 
not altogether to negled the foiithern dialedt, and 
thought it beft to pronounce fome words as his Eng- 
lifh neighbours did. He declared that, rather than 
remain filent, through the fcarcity of Scotifh words, 
he would ufe baftard Latin, French, or Englith, 
which he reckoned he might do as lawfully, as the 
Latin writers of old made ufe of fomc Greek terms. 

His ambition was that Virgil's book (hould be read 
by every nobleman and gentleman in Scotland, and 
that “ unlettered folks fhould know, what learned 
clerks only had been able to comprehend." 

Mapheus Vegius, a native of Italy, who wai 
almoner to Pope Martin V, and who died in 1458, 
was reckoned a happy imitator of Virgil's ftilc. Some 
of his countrymen gave him the commendation of his 
being the beft of all the Poets who had appeared 
in a thoiifand years, Petrarch, who had wore the 
Laurel, not excepted. 

His Works were much read in the time of our Au¬ 
thor. His fupplementary book to the ^neid has been 
often printed with Virgil's works ; and our Author, 
in order to complete the ftory of ^neas, has given 
a tranflation of it. 
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The laft work of Gavin Douglas was a hiftory of 
Scotland. He did not live to finiih it; at lealt if he 
wrote all that he intended, it was only a fummary, 
beginning with an account of the origin of the Scotch 
nation. 

Nothing more is known concerning it than what 
may be learned from the following relation which was 
given by Polydore Virgil. 

Gavin Douglas Bifhop of Dunkeld, a Scotch¬ 
man and a man of the higheft nobility and virtue, 
came into England, I know not for what caufe. When 
he heard that I had long been employed in writing 
a hiftory, he came to vifit .me, and we contrafted a 
friendfhip. He afterwards very earneftly requefted 
that in any account I ihould give of the affairs of 
Scotland I would not follow a hiftory which had 
been lately publiftitd by a certain Scotchman. He 
promifed to fend in a few days a fmall coramentary, 
which would be of ufe to me in that part of my work. 
This he accordingly did ; and the firft thing I found 
in the commentary, was an account of the very anci¬ 
ent origin of that nation,” (36). 

Polydore inferts, feeminglyin our Author's own 
words, the well known ftory of Gathelus and Scots: 
A ftory, which was generally believed, but which 
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had been treated as a fable by John Majort who pnb- 
liHied his hiftory of Scotland in April, 15 2 x. 

He then goes on to fay of our Author, that, *< he 
was a man truly honeft, and attached to no opinion 
farther than he faw reafons to fupport it. But I was 
rot,'^ fays he, allowed long to enjoy my friend; 
For in that fame year, ijai” (liaa),'* he was car¬ 
ried off by the Peftilence.” 

PoLYDORE Virgil, who was an Italian, had been 
long in England, where he had obtained an Arch- 

4 

Beaconry. He had wrote a letter at London, De¬ 
cember 13th, 1509^, addrclTed to King James IV, in 
which he acquainted that king of his deiign of wri¬ 
ting a hiftory of England, and as far as poffible a 
hiftory of the whole Ifland, 

” The Ifland,” faid he, is one, and my intenti¬ 
on is, as I go on in my hiftory, to mention the affairs 
of Scotland, which are evidently ill uftrious j But this 
1 cannot do in a regular order, as I have no writer 
whom I can follow. I have often fptAen to Sir Gil¬ 
bert, your Majefty’s Chaplain, and urged him to 
give me even but the names of the Kings of Scotland^ 
that I might put them in their due places in my hifto¬ 
ry- But hitherto I have not fucceeded, 
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“ I now therefore befccch your Majefty, who 
knows no lefs how to do than to fay a good thing, 
that you would condefccnd to tranfmit annals if 
there be any, or the names of the kings written in 
their order, and chiefly that you would inArudl me 
in yo'.ir own illuftrious ai 5 lions, or hi what you may 
afterwards perform, all which 1 w-ill infert in my 
w'ork, 

I have not indeed genius or learning fufficient to 
difplay properly the affairs of your Majefty's king¬ 
dom. This however undoubtedly wdll be done, that 
they fhall lofe nothing of honour or ornament by a- 
ny unlkilfulnefs or negled of mine, for your Majefty 
thall be able to difcern where the work has been 
touched by the hand of the Sovereign,” (37). 

It does not appear that his requeft was granted. 
The king of Scots might wifli rather to patronize a 
writer of his own nation, and in whom he could 
place more confidence, than in one who was princi¬ 
pally to write of the affairs of England. But it ia 
probable that the want of a complete Hiftory of Scot- 
tod became at this time, more than formerly, a fub- 
jea of general complaint, and that feme perfons be- 
gaft to turn their attention to the means of fuppiyiug 
that deficiency. 

Bishop Elphinfton’s book was perhaps written be- 
ferp this time. But that relpeftable perfon was now 
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in his extream old age. His book was not pnnted, 
and is iaid to have contained little elfe than a copy 
of Fordun’s Chronicle, which yet lay ia the mona- 
Aeries unpubliihed. 

The publication of Major’s hiftory gave offence 
to Gavin Douglas, and to fome others of the Scotch 
nation ; and it is fcarcely to be doubted but that 
Gavin Douglas, if he had lived longer and had not 
ftill been involved in tronblefomc affairs, would have 
written a complete Hiftory. 


The fummary or fpecimen he gave does not fecm 
to have been printed. It would appear that he car¬ 
ried the manufeript with him when he fled into Eng¬ 
land, and that at the time of his death it was in the 
hands of Pdydore Virgil. 

If it was in the poffeflion of that writer, its fate 
may be apprehended from what Bifhop Nicholfon re¬ 
lates in his Englrfh hiftorical Library, and feemingly 
from the very beft authority, that « Polydore Virgil^ 
to prevent the dtfeovery of the faults in his hiftory, 
committed as many ancient, and manufeript hiftorie* 
to the flames, as a waggon could hold.” 


No reflexion is neceffary to be made on fo bafe 
and defperate an ailion. The mere recital is fuffici 
«nt to expofe it to the moft indignant feelings of the 


iuiman mind, (38}, 
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AND 

REFERENCES. 


{i). N. R. A brief account of Gavin Douglas is to 
bt found in the Hiftory of the Lives of the Bifhopa of 
Dunkeld> written in Latin by Alexander Miln, pre¬ 
bendary of Monedy and official of Dunkcld, after¬ 
ward Abbot of Cambulkenneth and prefident of the 
Court of Seffion, Miln dedicated his book to Gavin 
Douglas, who was Biihop at the time, and to the 
Chapter of the Diocefe. 

It has not yet been printed. But the original ma- 
nufcript has been preferved in the Advocates’ Libra¬ 
ry at Edinburgh, and authenticated copies are to be 
met with in fome other libraries. 

Atranflation of it into EngUfh was made fome years 
ago by a gentleman of diftinguilhed accuracy and lear¬ 
ning, a few copies of which, in manufeript, have been 
difperfed, 

A pretty large account of the Life and Writings of 
Gavin Douglas is prefixed to that accurate Edition 
of his tranflation of the iEneid, which was publiihed 
at Edinburgh, in 1710. The Editors feem to have ta¬ 
ken notice of almoft all the particulars that can be 
known concerning him. 

Doctor George M‘Kenzie, who probably had been 
one of the principal compilers, inferted their account, 
with fome fmall variations, in the fecond volume of 
his Lives of the Scotch Writers, publiflied at Edin¬ 
burgh, in 17.11. 

(2) . Crawford’s Lives of the Officers of State, p. 

315- 

(3) . N. B. McKenzie, Crawford, Keith, and others 
have wrote that. Gavin Douglas was Reftor of the 
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Church of Hcriot, which is in Mid Lothian. The 
authority they refer to is Miln’s M. S. in the Advo¬ 
cates’ Library. But that M. S. has lately been con- 
fulted, and the word there is found to be “ Hawick.’^ 
Some perfon formerly having carelefsly read or tran- 
fedbed the name of the place, feems to have been 
followed by others in his miftake. Jn the tranflation 
already mentioned the miftake was happily avoided. 

(4) . N. B. George fourth Earl of Angus, and Ar¬ 
chibald his fuccelfor the father of Gavin Douglas, 
bore the titles of Earl of Angus, Lord of Abernethy, 
Liddifdale, Jedward Foreft, and Douglas. They 
were both of them alfo wardens of the Eaft: and Mid¬ 
dle Marches between Scotland and England- The 
lands called Douglas Burn, and others, in the Foreft 
of Selkirk belonged to them ; alfo the lands of Lid- 
difale, and other extenfivc eftates in the county of 
Roxburgh. George, fourth Earl of Angus, fucceed- 
ed to the lands and Lordftiip of Douglas, in 1457, 
upon the forfeiture of James the laft Earl of Doug¬ 
las. See Crawford and Douglas’ Peerages: and 
Hume’s Hift. of the Douglafles, Edition. T644. 

(5) . Keith’s Scotch Biftiops. p. 37- Spot. Rclig. 
Houfes, p. a86. 

(6) . N. B. According to the M. S. Hiftory of the 
Drummonds, written by William 'firft Vifeount of 
Strathallan, the marriage ceremony between Queen 
Margaret and the Earl of Angus was performed in the 
parifh church of Kinnoul, by the Earl’s near relation, 
John Drummond, Dean of Dunblane and Parfon of 
Kinnoul. 

They w'ere married not fully eleven months after 
the death of King James IV, the queen’s firft hufband. 

(7) . N. B. Not being poflefled of a Latin copy of 
Miln’s M. S. I am obliged to quote from the tranfia- 
tion, the fidelity of which is however unqueftionable. 

What he writes of the queen’s fecond marriage, 
and of it’s confequences is as follows. 

“ Jt happened about this time that Queen Marga¬ 
ret, Henry the Sth’s fifter, whom the late king had 
left guardian to bis fon, and who for fomc time had 
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been owned as fuch, married Archibald, Earl of 
Angus, without advifing with the great men of the 
kingdom. Upon this there was a convention of the 
ilates at Dunfermling, who declared that Ihe had for¬ 
feited her right; and the illurtrious John Duke of 
Albany was unanimoufly chofen Regent, and guar¬ 
dian to the young king, 

“ Yet after all, the Earl of Angus had fuch intered, 
that many men of great rank ftood by the queen ; but 
the reft were againft her, the leaders of whom were 
the Chancellor James” (Beaton) “ Archbilhop of 
Glafgow, and Alexander Lord Hume. 

“ From thefc divifions powerful fa<ftions arofc; 
but as the queen was on the fpot, fhe endeavoured 
that no office fliould be difpofed of without her con- 
fent.” 

To what the Abbot has faid, the following parti¬ 
culars may be added dill farther to illudratc the date 
of parties at that time* 

John Stewart Duke of Albany was fird coufin to 
the late king. He was immediately upon the king’s 
death, propofed for the Regency. But it was ob¬ 
jected that he was a native of France, and that be¬ 
ing a ftranger in Scotland, he was unacquainted with 
the language and circumltances of the country. 

James tfamilton, Earl of Arran, claimed the Re¬ 
gency, as next in blood after the Duke of Albany. 
But the other nobles oppofed him, as they were afraid 
of his ambitious defigns if he fliould obtain fuch an 
increafe of power. 

The queen prevailed againft both the candidates. 
She pled the will of the late king in her favour, and 
the nearnels of her relation to the young king as her 
own fon. 

James Beaton, who befldes being Archbifliop of 
Glafgow, was Chancellor of the kingdom, was the 
mofl: powerful and aCtive friend of the Earl of Arran. 
In all church matters efpecialiy, which becaufe of 
the richnefs of the benefices were objeCts of fingular 
attention, he aimed at the chief diredtion. 

Alexander Lord Hume had long enjoyed the office 
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of Great Chamberlain, and for fome time was at the 
head of the party which favoured the Duke of Al¬ 
bany. 

The Queen's alliance with the Earl of Angus ex¬ 
cited the lealoufy of the Earl of Arran, who let him- 
felf more than he had formerly done to oppofe the 
power of the family of Douglas. 

(8). Epiftolse Regum Scotorum. v, i. p. 199. 

fg). Ibib. p. 183. 

(10). Ibib. p, 197. 

(ir). N. B. After the Duke of Albany was cotxie 
to Scotland, and inflated in the Regency, Andrew 
Forman, in a conformity to the temporal laws of 
the kingdom, refigned into his hands all the benefi¬ 
ces he had received from the Pope. He was allowed 
to retain the archbilhopric of St Andrews and the Ab«* 
bay of Dunfermling: but his other benefices were 
difpofed of to different perfons. His commendator- 
lliip of the Abbay of Aberbrothick was given to James 
Beaton Archbifhop of Glafgow. LeH. Hill. L. 9. 

(12) . Buchanan. L. 13. C. 44. Lefl. L. 9. Epilt* 
Reg. Scot. V. I. p. 197, 267. 

(13) . N. B. George Brown, the PredecelTor of 
Gavin Douglas, had met with fome trouble for ha¬ 
ving been guilty of the like offence. 

■ He was at Rome, in 1484, where Pope Sixtus IV, 
conferred upon him the Bifhopric of Dunkeld then 
vacant, and he w'as immediately confecrated at Rome 
by the Pope's order. But in the mean time another 
churchman, in Scotland, had obtained the royal fa¬ 
vour, viz, Dean Alexander Inglis, clerk to the Privy 
Council of King James HI, who was eledled at Dun¬ 
keld much in the fame precipitate manner in which 
Andrew Stewart afterwards was. 

The King complained of what the Pope had done, 
as an incroachment upon his privilege. He fer.t re- 
monftrances to Rome, but without effe^. George 
Brown was immediately declared by the King and 
States, a traitor and rebel ; and after he came home 
it was wdlh difficulty the King w'as reconciled. 

Yet Bifliop Brown was fo far from repenting of 
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the unlawful manner of his promotion, that when he 
made his laitwill, in 1514, he bequeathed to his luc- 
ceffor, who ever he (hoiild be, in the event of his be¬ 
ing nominated by the Pope, the whole Houl'ehold 
Furniture of his palace at Dunkeld, which Abbot 
Miln obferves had been all purchafed by Rifliop 
Brown himfelf, for that at his acceffion, the Palace 
^as deftitute of Furniture of every kind. Miln M. S. 
(14.) James 4* Par!, i. C. 4. 

{15.) Miln M. S. Lefl. Hift. IJb. 9* 

N- B King James V, was at this time not much 
above two years of age, liaving been born April it, 
151a His brother, Alexander Duke of Rol's, wna 
born April 30, I5i4t which was about feven months 
after the death of his father. The Title of Rofs was 
ufually given to the fecond fons of the kings of 
Scotland ; and Letly, oi’ the tranfciiber of iiis Hit'- 
lory, committed a miftake in calling this young Prince 
by the name of the Duke of Rothmy, 

(16.) N. B. Miln, when giving an account of the’ 
brethren of the Chapter at Duukeld, fays, “ The firft 
who claims our notice is the dean, who is ftill alive. 
His life is a mirror to all the deans in the kingdom, 
againft which the enemies of the church cannot pre¬ 
vail. At eleven o’clock, he caufed Mafs to be ce- 
Wbrated, by certain vicars of the quire, every day 
at the altar of the bleflcd Virgin. 

** Betides his daily charity, he once every week 
caufed a boll of meal to be diftrihuted among certain 
poor men belonging to the city of Dunkcld. In the 
time of a great famine, he caufed make pottage to 
be given in abundance to every poor mari who beg¬ 
ged, and this was to be done whether he v. as it hon*e 
or not. 

When it was his turn to wait on the Cathednl, 
he fuffered no felicitation of his friends to perfuaclc 
him to be ablent ; and when at Dunkeld he waj al¬ 
ways at high Mafs. On other days he oire^ted the 
quire at morning, noon, and evening prayer s. And 
what is more, during the whole time of Lent, he was 
never abfent from the prayers faid at midnight. He 
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a good m^n himfelf, and chofc to give an example? 
of devotion to every other perfon/* 

(17). N. 13 . As Miln’s Book has not hitherto been 
printed, large extracts from it may not be unaccep- 
table, cfpeciaily an Extrai't of the whole of what re¬ 
lates to Gavin Douglas. 

When Bifliop George”, (fays Miln), was dy¬ 
ing, the report at DunkeUl was that he had been al¬ 
ready dead. There was there at that time, the illu- 
ftrious father pf hie country, John Earl of Athole, 
fon of Earl John, who was brother to King James II. 

“ The Earl called the canons, and requefted of 
them to make choice of his Brother Andrew, Pre¬ 
bendary of Craigie, and in the mean time to put the 
Epifcopal Palace in his poflTeflion. Some of the ca¬ 
nons were his relations, and others were afraid for 
themfclvcs and their effeds, therefore they agreed 
without delay to grant all that was defired. 

After the Biftiop's funeral, they met in the chap¬ 
ter houfe, and appointed a day for the election, and 
ordered a public edift to be read for calling together 
the abfent canons. Upon which day, by the EarPa 
interert, Andrew Stcvrtirt, though not yet in full or¬ 
ders, was unanimouily made choice of for the office, 
and recommended for confirmation. 

This affair went the more cafily, becaufe the Earl 
was very powerful, and could defend every body be¬ 
longing to the church from plunderers of every kind. 

“ Notice of this tranfadlion was fent to France, to 
John Duke of Albany, lately appointed regent. But 
hi refufed to meddle with the great church benefice* 
till he fhould come to Scotland. 

V He landed in the weft in May 1515. Andrew, 
by his brother's intcreft, got into his good graces, 
and had for anfwer, that he would give him the King's 
warrant for raifing the Bi(hop*s rents, as in the pre- 
fent fituation he could notraife them in the ordinary 
form of the courts of law; And the dean, follow- 
the chmmon law, referved the fruits till the bi- 
{hop fhould be confirmed. 

** The 
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r ** ThaQucen was at Perth when notice was brought 
to her of the late biihop's death. By advice of fiich 
of the Counfellors as were of her fide, fhe in name 
of the King caufed recommend to the oflRce the illu- 
firious Mafter Gavin Douglas, Provoft of St Giles in 
Edinburgh, Reiior of Hawick, and Uncle to the Earl 
of Angus. 

. “ This was a man of genius, of great Ikill in Di¬ 
vinity, and in the canons of the church. 

By the Queen’s folicitation, or as others fay, by 
the King of England’s, he was promoted to the fee 
of Dunkeld by Pope L«o. X: And on that account . 
being fummoned for afling againft the laws of the 
land, he was found guilty, and banifhed by the u- 
nanimous voice of the judges. The fee was decla¬ 
red vacant. He was committed to the cuftody of 
the venerable Father in Chrifi, John Hepburn, Prior 
and Vicar General of St Andrews. 

** He was kept in prifon for more than a year, 
firft in the Gaftle of Edinburgh, then in the Caftle of 
St Andrews, of Dunbar, and of Edinburgh again. 

“ The Queen took the matter ib much to heart, 
that ftie entered into terms wdth Lord Hume the 
Chamberlain- By this agreement the King, and A- 
lexander Duke of Rofs his brother, w'ere to be truft* 
td to the Qiieen’s management. 

At the Stated time the Chamberlain fent to Stir¬ 
ling Caftle, and at the fame time got an army toge¬ 
ther at Peebles. 

“ Upon this the Regent fets out for Peebles, with 
the Lords and great men of the kingdom. And he 
fends Lord Fleming to Stirling Caftle, which the 
King and his brother had not yet given up to their 
mother. 

Immediately after this, the Queen and her huf- 
band the Earl of Angus, and the Lord Chamberlain 
entered England, where they continued till they had 
made up matters with the Regent. 

By an article of this agreement, Gavin Douglas, 
Provoft of St Giles, was fet at liberty ; and the Chan¬ 
cellor pleaded for him ib.effe/ftuaUy^ that the Regent 
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was reconciled to him. And the Chancellor upon 
his own cliarges confecrnted him at Glafgow, and o- 
vcr aiid above gave him fome prefcnts. 

“ After his confecration, he firft vifited St An¬ 
drews ; and then the church of Dunkeld. The firft 
night he was very atfedlionately received by the cler¬ 
gy and la'ty, who all praiftd God for giving them 
fo noblcj fo learned, and fo decent a bilhop. He 
pubiifhed the Hulls at the great altar ; and lodged in 
the dean’s boufe, as he had no accefs to the Palace, 
which, with the Steeple, Andrew Stewart’s fervanti 
held out from him ; and theyrefufed to deliver them 
in their maker’s name, alledging that they polTefled 
all by the authority of the Regent. 

“ Upon this account he wes forced to have the 
fervice of God performed in the dean’s houfe: To 
which place he called the canons, and received their 
homage, and it was with their whole heart they yield¬ 
ed him homage. On the other hand the biiliop fwore 
to keep all the ftatutes of the church. 

After dinner he confulted the gentlemen and 
clergy who were with him, what courfe he ought 
to follow in that conju( 5 lure. Some advifed to fend 
notice to the Regent. Others would have him go in 
perfon. 

“ In the midft of thefe confultations, they are in¬ 
formed that Andrew Stewart was in arms, with a 
delign to relieve thole who held out the Palace. 
That inftant, a Ihower of canon Hiot came from the 
Steeple and Palace. 

“ Then all the people of rank hurried to the bi- 
fhop’s defence. There were the worthy dean; 
James Lord Ogilvy ; David Mafter of Crawford ; 
Colin Campbell of Glenorchy ; Laird of Kinfauns ; 
the Prebendar>' of Alyth, and many other church¬ 
men. 

Notice is fent of this tranfaftion to the Bifhop’s 
friends in Angus, and elfewherc.' Upon which there 
came next dayTuch crowds from Montrofe, from 
The low parts of f'yfe, and the country round about, 
that the ci^yi of X>UEikeId could fcarc< bold them. 
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* But for all this number, the Brebtnrfa^ of A- 
lyth had laid up fuch abundance of erery thinp, that 
there was room and provilion for all the men and 
their horfes. 

** The Bifliop ele» 5 t not having it in his power to 
relieve thofe who held out the Palace and Steeple, is 
forced to retire to the woods. The Bifhop Douglas 
on his lide Aimmoncd them to furrender upon pain 
of excommunication. For fear of his threat, part^ 
ly by force and partly by ftratagem, the Steeple was 
put in the pofleffion of James Carmichael, of fame 
Prebendaries, and of the Bilhop’s family. 

“ This put the people in the Palace in great fear. 
They obtained a truce, and a fiifpenflun -of the ex¬ 
communication, of fome hours : But after that time 
they were ftill unwilling to furrender, however, 
by the merits of St Colume, they gave up the Palace 
without bloodihed. 

“ Upon this the Earl and his brother went to 
Court, to complain of what had been done. The Bi- 
fhop -went alfo to defend himfelf, for Tome time 
there were mutual accufitions, 5 cc. &c. 

The whole of what follows in Miln'e Book is to be 
found quoted in the account I have given of Bifhop 
Douglas’ Life. 

His addrefs in the beginning of the dedication is, 
« To the Reverend Father in Chrift, Gavin Douglas,, 
by the Mercy of God Biftiop of Dunktld, Son of Ar¬ 
chibald Earl of Angus, and who is diftinguilhcd for 
divine and human learning.*' 

Of the Prebendary of Alyth, of whom he makes- 
ftich honourable mention, he fays in the dedication 
•< To the well beloved Thomas Greig Prebendary of 
Alyth, the head of his family, and who hau great 
aeal for the purity of worfhip.” 

He afterwards fpeaks of him in the following man¬ 
ner. ® 

« The Prebendary of Alyth was Mafter Tho¬ 
mas Greig, a devout man, and zealous for the de¬ 
cency of-the fervice. In his houfe-kceping, he imi¬ 
tated the Highlanders, who keep open Tables'. But 
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it morei>^ his ccconomy than by the profits'of 
hia liring, that he was enabled to fupport lus hoipf- 
taiity. . . .o 

“ He beftowed handfomely upon the Church, His 
ynclc of excellent memory, Mr John Donaldfun Li¬ 
centiate of .the canon iaw, and Chancellor of Dun- 
keUl, had raifed an altar to all Saints, This altar 
Thomas Grcig cauftd to be painted, and gave it 
vertments and other nect ilaries 
. “ Me caufed n?nke a lUvcr cup of great weight ; 
and white cop, ^]ua), if not fuperior tu the Chap¬ 
ter's. From tbe'n'CUls of his town and countrv K- 
hates’, Ke appointed a vjjcar of the quire for faying 
mafs at cannonical hoiws',. 

“ He hcpt.Ar.id difcipiihe, and w-as the determi¬ 
ned puiiifhcr of oflfcmlei>, whether they were lay¬ 
men or, clergynion, b^'this diferetion in corre( 5 ling, 
he rooted out Ipme very bad pra6ices that prevailed 
in his deanry.ot Aihole, and Bredalbane, 

There w;as a certain pcrl’cm that pretended to be 
dumb, and m ho by words and figns made tbem be¬ 
lieve that he difeovered all things paft and to come. 
He checked him fo cffeelually that he caufed him to 
ipeak, and to confefs openly in prcfencc of the bifhop 
and clergy, that the devil had tempted him to iholc 
tricks. As he fouml him tradable, he prudently re¬ 
conciled him to the church. 

“ After the bifliop's death, he undertook a pilgri¬ 
mage to Rome \ and though he was above fixty years 
of age, he returned in good health. 

As he was a man of great attention to good 
works, the bifhop, to reward his z« al, made him 
prebendary of Fordelhaw, within a year, and before 
be got polfefllon of that benefice, which had not been 
opened, he made him prebendary of Alyth. 

His temper wa,-. fomewhat paffionate, but after 
all he was a kind hearted man." 

Miln in another part of his book, fays, *• Thomas 
Grieg undetfiood Iriih, and was a rigid difeipUna- 
rian ; to him therefore the Bifhop" George Brown, 
** gave the charge of Alhok." 

. St 
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St Colirrae or Coliimba, to whofe merits Miln af- 
cribes this circumftance that no blood was flird when 
An^irevv Stewart^s fervants were exprlltd trom the 
iieeple and palace, was the patron Samt of the Pictilh 
nation, and of the city and diocefc of Dunkcld in par¬ 
ticular. The lands and rents belonging to the bidiop 
\vere called St Colume's Patrimony ; and Bifliop 
Brown expreflfed great zeal, and was Angularly fu(i- 
cefsful in pieferving the patrimony of the faint from 
dilapidation, and in recovering lands which formerly 
bad made a part of it. • ( 

St Columba, who was a man of exemplary piety, 
.and a real benefa^br to his fellow creatures, was 
fuccefsful in converting the Pi( 5 ts to the Chriftian 
Religion. 

He obtained the Ifland of Hey or Jona, whercihe 
founded a kind of Monaftcry, of which he became 
Abbot. Adamnanus, one of his fucccilbrs, wrote an 
account of his life, and in further honour to his me¬ 
mory, founded a Monalfery at Dunkeld.. Thefe, and 
fome other monaAeries were originally filled with the 
religious perfons, who were called Culdees. U 

Columba was born in 520. He died at Hey in 597, 
and is faid to have been buried there. But at leaft 
fome of his bones were fuppoied to have been pre- 
ferved at Dunkeld, as appears from one of the fol¬ 
lowing pafl’ages in Abbot Miln’s book, which are gi¬ 
ven as containing a Aill farther defeription of the re¬ 
ligion and manner® of the times. 

** In the year 1500 the peAilence ravaged the coun¬ 
try and kingdom ; and as a report went that the ci¬ 
ty of Dunkeld had at all times been preferved from 
calamities of that fort by the merit of it’s patron St 
Colume, therefore, in honour of that Saint, Bilhop 
George Brown caufed high mafs to be faid, at hi* 
ow'u charges, for a whole year at the time of ringing 
the fecond bell for mattins. 

“ And as at the year’s end the city and a great 
part of the country about it was untouched by that 
.diAemper, he conth^ied this foundation, and left 
from his private tkalc four teen pounds a year for 

the 
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the fuppoTt of a daily mafs : And that this might he 
done in fuch away as to be an honour to the church, 
he cliofe feven vicars of the quire for the feven al¬ 
tars of the church which had not been endowed be¬ 
fore. Thefc vicars had each of them ten pounds of 
falary allowed him. The altars were thofe of St 
Mirtin, St Nicholas, St Andrew the Apoftle, the 
Innocents, all Saints, St Stephen the Maityr, and 
St John the Baptiit. 

•* Here there was a vaft decency ; for one of thefe 
vicars in his turn, faid mafs, when the fecond bell 
Jiing for mattins, every day, then the devout church¬ 
men and laymen, befides a number of ftrangers, met 
with great joy.’’ 

The Abbot again fpeaks of Bifhop Brown’s good 
^orks, during the peftilcncc, as follows- 

•* The Blftiop obferved that the fmall number of 
parifh churches made a great concourfe of burials, 
which in thefc circumftances had theworft of confe- 
quences. As the parifh of Little Dunkeld was then 
fixteen miles long, wdth breadth in proportion, he 
divided it into the old parifh of Little Dunkeld, and 
the parifli of Caputh. 

“ At Caputh he built at his own expence a quire, 
with a painted ceiling and glazed windows. He gave 
for the fiipport of the vicar, a vicarage which had 
been formerly united to his fee, four acres of Glebe 
-land, and the rifing ground called the Mutehil! to 
build a church upon, as may be feen at full in the 
•charter of that church fubferibed by me, and fealed 
»with the feal of the Bifhop and Chapter. 

“ What follows is furprifing, and yet I think it 
nauit not be pafled over. The Bifhop had marked- 
out and confecrated burying ground for his people^ 
being much afraid of the peftilence. In the meam 
time he vifited fome of the church tenants of Caputh, 
who had been bad of that difeafe, and gave them- 
fiach confecrated things as might be of ufe to them. 

“ Next day, he caufed dip the bones of St Columc 
in confecrated water, and fent it to them to drink 
hy the ChanceUor, many did dwak and were Curetk 
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But there tras bnC forward fellow ambup them, who 
fold to the Chancellor, “ For what does the Bifhop 
fend us water to. drink ? I could wifh he had fent us 
fome of his beft ale.” But he, and the reft, to the 
number of thirty, who refufed to drink of the wa¬ 
ter, died of the plague, and were buried in one 
grave, a little below the ordinary burying ground.” 

(18) . Epift. Reg, Scot. v. 1 . p. 222. 

(19) . "N. B. The Earl of Athole at this time was 
John Stewart, whom Miln celebrates as the illuftri- 
0U8 father of his country, fon of Earl of John who 
was brother of King James II. 

The old Earl John was the uterine brother of that 
king by their mother Queen Jane, who after the 
death of King James I, her firft hufband, married 
James Stewart, commonly called the Black Knightof 
Lorn. She was daughter of John Duke of Lanca- 
fter, a younger Son of King Edward III, of England. 

John, eldeft Son of Queen Jane and of the Knight 
of Lorn, was created Earl of Athole in 14.57. His 
fecond Countefs was Eleanor Sinclair, daughter of 
William Earl of Orkney and Caithnefs : By which 
Countefs he had John the fecond Earl of Athole, and 
Andrew Stewart Prebendary of Craig. He died 
September 19th 1512. 

Crawford and Douglas, in their books of the Peer¬ 
age of Scotland, follow fome lifts which have been 
given of the noblemen who were flain in the battle 
at Flowdon, and mention John fecond Earl of Athole, 
brother of Andrew Stewart, as having been in the num- 
of thofe who were killed in that battle. Rut Abbot 
Miln could not be miftaken, who mentions him as 
ftill living in 1516. He fpeaksalfo of his Countefs in 
1313, who was a daughter of the Earl of Argyle. 

Andrew Stewart, who had been difappointed of 
the Bilhopric of Dunkeld, was made Biihopof Caith¬ 
nefs, in 1518. He died in 1542. 

Xady Dorothea Stewart, the Heirefsand reprefen- 
tative of the Stewarts Earls of Athole, was, in July 
J604, married to William Murray, who fuccceded his 
father as Earl of Tullibardin.*- ^ 
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-It may not be improper to tranfcribe tbc accomtt 
whicb Miln gives of the battle at Flowtlon, as 
was cotemporary with the event, it is to be regret¬ 
ted that he did not write a more particular relation. 

U was in this year (1513)) that Henry the VIII, 
of England declared war againft France He fent aa- 
AmbaflTadors to James IV, Lord Dacres, and 
tor Weft, Dean of Wind for, with great promifes Vf 
he would give up the French alliance. 

“ On the other hand, the French promifed a fub- 
fidy, and the afTiflance of a body of troops : But 
thefe articles they never performed. 

“ Upon the faith of thefe promifes, King Jame» 
enters England, takes Norham Caftle, where he 
no piirpofc waited fifteen days for the French. At 
the end of which time the Earl of Surry, the King 
of England’s general, offers battle, which was ac¬ 
cepted of. The King, and many of the nobility were 
killed, and among them many of the Bifhop (Brown’s) 
friends. 

“ The battle of Flowdcn happened on theday be¬ 
fore the nativity of the bleffed Virgin, in the year 

Upon his father's death, James V, a child of 
feventeeu months old, was crowned at Stirling on 
St Matthew’s day, the fame year.” ' 

(10) N. B. Alexander Miln was recommended to 

the Abbay of Cambiifkenneth, by John Duke of 
Albany, October 28th 1516. (Epift. Reg. Scot. v. 
I, p. 275O He feems to have been put in the pof- 
feffion of that Abbay in 1518. When the new court 
of Seffion was inftrtutcd by King James V, m 1532, 
Abbot Miln was appointed prefident. , , 

He appears, by his book of the Dives of the Bi- 
Jhops of Dunkeld, to have been a good natnred man, 
and loth to fay any thing fevere of any perfon. 

(2i). Lefl. Hift. L. 9. Epilt. Reg. Scots v. I. p. 

(12). Pinkerton's Lift of Scotch Poets, p. xcv. 

(23). Ibid*--- \ 

(24}. N. B. In the Sctxtch language the verb clat¬ 
ter,’^ 
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ter,” means not only to make a noife^ but alfo to tell 
tales, or reveal fecrcts. 

(15). N. B. One of the good works of Bifliop 
Brown, recorded by Miln, was that he built the 
fouth wing of the houfc at Edinburgh belonging to 
the Bifliops of Dunkeld. 

(26) . Buchan. Hift. L. 14. C. 12. Anderfon's M. S« 
Hift Pitfcottie. Hift. p. 189. But the two laft men¬ 
tioned writers were evidently miftaken when they 
placed this event in the year 1515* 

(27) . Pinkerton’s lift of Scotch Poets p. xcv.J 

(28) . Epift. Reg. Scot. v. 1 . p. 328. 

(29) . Ibid. p. 333. 

(30) . N. B. The Earl of Angus returned to Scot¬ 
land in 1525. Having been appointed one of the 
Lords of the Regency, he found means to take the 
M'hole management of affairs into his own hands. 
He deprived James Beaton, then Archbilhop of St 
Andrews, of the oftice of Chancellor, and plundered 
his Caftle of St Andrews. 

The Archbifliop concealed himfelf in unfrequent¬ 
ed parts of the country. According to Lindfay of 
Pitfcottie, he for fume time kept a flock of fheep, 
under the difguife of a limplc Ihcpherd. 

(31) . Woods Athenx Oxou. v. 1 . p.562. Weever’s 
Monum. p. 446. 

(32) ^ See the life of Gavin Douglas by M'kenzic 
and the editors of the tranflation of the iEneid, Al¬ 
fo Hume’s Hiftory of the Douglaffes, p. 235. 

(33) N. B- 1 he beautiful Elegiac Poem, which 
bears the name i)f the Flowers of the Foreft, began 
to be generally known not many years ago. It is 
fuppofed to have been a I>anieulation over thofe 
young men of the Foreft of helku k, who went to the 
Field of riowdon, and there met with their fate. 

I'hat many went from that part of the country, is 
not to l>e doubted, beeaufe of it’s neighbourhood to 
the Borclers, and becaufe fime of iheir chiefs \vere 
at the'battle. CKorge Mailer of Angus, who was 
kirie<l iia tue b.attle, is fiid by Hume, in his Miftory 

the Douglalfes, to have had Bailitfs in Selkirk who 
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held Courts in his name. And another of the ch?ef» 
in that part of the country, Sir Walter Scott of Buc- 
cleuch, was alfo at Flowdon. 1 have alfo been in¬ 
formed that “ A Standard, won by the Burgeffes of 
Selkirk at Flowdon Field, ftilJ exifts; and that a fac 
limile of it is carried about in that town'on folemn 
occafions.” 

That Gavin Douglas was the author of the Poem 
is however to be reckoned only a matter of probable 
conjecture. There were undoubtedly fome obfolete 
words in the original which do not now appear; for 
as the poem was not written, thefe words would be 
gradually changed for others that were better under- 
ftood. 

Mr Lambe, Vicar of Norham upon Tweed, gave 
a very good copy of it to the public in 1774- He 
publifhed it in his Appendix to an hiftorical Poem 
which was written in England and which relates ma« 
ny circumftances of the battle. 

The monthly Reviewers, in their account of Mr 
Lambe’s publication, fay, “ In the appendix, there 
is an old Scotch fong on the battle of Flowdon, which 
for it's genuine fimplicily, and the truly plaintive 
fpirit of elegy, excels every thing of the kind wc 
have met with/* 

(34) . N, B. What this ferious bufinefs was in which 
our Author was engaged, whether it related to the 
nation, or to the church in general, to the affairs 
of his family, of his provoftfhip, or of his reClory, 
is not known, nor has been conjeClurcd. 

(35) . I.en, Hifl. Lib. 9. 

(3--). Pulyd. Hift. L. 3. p. 52, &c- 

( 7% Epift. Reg. Scot, v I. p. 139. 

( ,3). N. B. Polydore was not lingular in this fpe- 
cies of wickedr.efs, if the information given, in the 
b i^imiing of the laft century, to Sir Robert Gordon 
of ‘^ti aloch, who was a writer of great integrity, can 
be relied on 

In a letter t > Mr David Buchanan, July a4th 
1649, ’ir Robert Gordon, fpeaking of Veremiind# 
and of Cornelius iiibcmicusy who were mentioned as 
s. Authorities 
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Authorities by HeAor Boethius, fays, ** T heard, 
when 1 was a youth, at Aberdeen, where Boethius 
bad prefided in the Univerfity, and where he died, 
that he detkroyed the Manufeript Copies of thefc Au¬ 
thors, to conciliate favour to his own Hiftory, and 
that from him our antiquities might be folely deri¬ 
ved. Poor man! What favour thou dideft gain to 
thy Hiftory is uncertain; but that by this a^ion it 
has loft much of it*s credit is beyond all difpute.” 

See Nicolfon’s Scot. Hift. Library, p* 75, Boethi¬ 
us, according to his own account, received the an¬ 
cient books he mentions, in 15^5. His Hiftory of 
Scotland was finiftied in April is26, and publiflied 
that fame year. Therefore either he wrote it before 
he received the Books, or compiled it very haftily 
afterwards. 

But his Hiftory is evidently wiitten with more c- 
\egance and method than was confiftent with it’s be¬ 
ing a hafty production 

If he really received the books, he made little or 
no ufi‘ of them, /'nd if they w'ere in his pojrcflion, 
and deftroyed by him, he muft have been confeious 
to himfelf that it was an unfaithful Hiftory which he 
was leeking to impofe upon the world. 


Pub:i/hed bjpfrMtfion front the Original Ai» S. in the 
pojfejjion of the Literary and Anti qju a k 1 a k 
Society o/* Perth. 
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ERRATA. 

P. 1 . for Glenberfie Glenbervie. 

P, 3. 1 . aa. N. B. The Earl of Angus left the field 
before the commencement of the battle, bccaufc 
his prefence was necefiaiy at Edinburgh, of which 
town he was provoft. 

P. 5. 1 . aa./or Aberbrothick Abcrhrothock, alfo 
in all other Pages where the fame word occ\irs, 

P. 7. 1 . ai. patrones, patrons. 

P. 20. 1 9. for Bifliop George’s read Bifhop George 
Brown’s. 

P. 27. 1 . 18./or contraverfies controTerfiea. 

P. 30. 1 . 16. for tables read fables. 

P, 32. 1 . jI./or obfelete obfoletc. 

P. 33. 1 . 18./or refigned unrefigned. 

p, 3^. 1. 9, for Virgil and Homer read Virgil or Ho¬ 
mer. 

P, 43. 1 . 12. for would read Ihould. 

P. 54. 1 . II. for white Cup read white Cope. 

ib. 1 . 17. for Clergyman read Clergymen. 

P. 37. 1 . II. dele c/after Earl. 

P. 58. !• 3‘ fir cotemporary read contemporary^ 
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I. 

TJ ICHT as the ftern of day began to fchync, 
Quhen .gone to bed was Vefper and Lucynct 
I raife, and by a rofeir did me reft ; 

Upfprang the goldin candill maculyne, 

With cleir depurit beims chriftalyne, 

Glading the mirry fowlie in thair neft, 

Or Pbebtts was in purpure kaip reveft; 

Up fprang the lark, the hevenis minftral fyne. 

In May intill a morrow mirthfulleft. 

II. 


Full angelyk thir birdis fang thair hours, 

Within thair countings grene within thair hours, 
Apperellit quhyte and reid with blumys fweit, 
Enamalit was the feild with all collours, 

The perlit dropis fchuke in filver fchoufs, 
Quhyle all in balm did brench and levis flelt, 
Depairt frae Phebus did Aurora greit, 

Hir criftal teirs I faw hing on the flours, 

Qjjhilk he for lufe drank all up with bis heit. 
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III. 

For mirth of Maj, with (kippis and with hoppSi 
The birds fang upon the tendir cropps^ 

With curious nottis as P^nus chapell darks ; 

The rofles rcid, now fpreiding aff their knopps, 
Wcr powderit full bricht with hevinly dropps. 

With rayis reid, lemying as ruby fparks. 

The fkyis rang with fchouting of the larks. 

The purpurc hcvin owre Ikailt in filver flopps, 

Owre gilt the treis branchis leivs and barks* 

IV. 

Doun throwch the ryfs an river ran, quhois Arcima 
So luftely upon the lykand Icims, 

That all the laik as lamp did leim of licht, 

Quhilk fchadowit all about with twynkland gleimSj 
The bewis baithit were in fccound belms, 

Throw the reflex of Phebus vifage bricht. 

On every fyde the ege raife on hicht: 

The bank was grene, the fun was full of bcimsj 
The ftreimers clcir as fternis in frofty nicht- 

V. 

The criftal air the faphier firmament. 

The ruby Ikyes of the reid orient, 

Kcft berial glcims on emerant bewis grene^ 

The rofy garth depaynt and redolent, 

With purpore, afure, gold and gowlis gent^ 

Arrayit was be dame Flora the quene, 

Sae nobilic that joy was for to fene, 

The roche againft the river refplcndant. 

As low iluminatc the Icvis fchenc. 

vt. 
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VI. 

Qubat throw the mirry fowls faft harmony, 

Quhat throw the rivers found that ran me by, 

On Floral wdd I llepit quhair I lay, 

Quhair fune into my dreimand fantify, 

I faw approche agane the orient fky, 

Ane fchip on fail as blofome on the fpray, 

With mart of gold, bricht as the ftern of day, 
Quhiik tcndit to the land full luftcly. 

With fwifteft motion throu a cryftal bay. 

VJI. 

And hard on burd unto the blumit mcids, 

Amangs the grene rifpies and the rcids, 

Aryvit fcho quheirfrae annon thair lands 
Ane hundreth ladeis luftie intill weids, 

Als frelh as flours that in the May upfprcids. 

In kirtills grene, withouten kell or bands, 

Thair Ihynand hair hang glitterand on the flrand 
In trefis cleir wypit with goldin threids, 

With pawps quhyte, and middills fmall as wands. 

VIII- 

Difcryvc I wald but quha culd weil indyte. 

How all the flours with all the lillies quhyt, 

Depaint was bricht, quhiik to the hevin did gleit, 
Nocht Homer thou als fair as thou couth wryte. 

For all Ihy ornat ftyle the maift perfyte, 

Nor zet, thou Tullus^ quhais oratiouns fweit 
In rethorick did intill terms fleit, 

Zour aureat tungs had baith bene all to lyte, 

For to compyle that paradyce complcit. 

A » IX. 
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THE GOLDIX TERGE. 

IX. 

There faw I Naturcy and als dame Ventu 
Aurora frc/h, and lady Flora fchene, 
yutWf Latonoy and Pro/erpinay 
Diane the goddefs of cheft and wods grene^ 

My lady Clio, that help of Makers bene, 

Thetis fe grene and prudent Mlnernja, 

Fair faynt fortune, and lemand Lucina, 

Thir michty quenis, with crownis might be fene> 
With beims bricht, and blyth as Luesfera* 

X. 

Thair faw I May of mirthfull moniths quene, 

Betwixt Apryl and June her lifters fchene, 

Within, the garden walkand up and douiv,. 

Quhom of the fowls refaif gladnefs bedene,. 

Scho wa« full tendir in hir zeirs grene ; 

Thair faw I nature give till hir a goun, 

Kich to bchald, and noble of renown, 

Cf ilka hew that undir hevin has bene 
Depaynt and braid be gude proportioun. 

XI. 

'Full luftiely thir ladyis all in feir, 

Enteret into this park of maift plefeir, 

Quhair that I lay heilit with Icivs rank. 

The mirry birds blisful of cheir; 

Nature faluft methocht in thair maneir, 

And every blume on brench and on the bank, 
Openit and fpred thair balmy levis donk. 

Full law inclynand to thair quene full cleir, 

Quhom for thair noble nuriang they thank. 

XII. 
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XII. 

Syne to dame FlorOf on the famyne ways. 

They faluft and they thank a thoufand fyis. 

And to fweit Veniij neift, luvis bony quene. 

They fang ballads of luve, as was the gyis, 

With amorous notds maift lufty to devyis. 

As that they had luve in thair hcartis grene, 

Thair hony throtts they openit frac the fplene. 
With warbilla fweit they peril the hevinly Ikyis, 
Quhyle loud refount the firmament ferene. 

XIII. 

Ane uther court thair faw I fubfequent, 

Cupid the king, with bow in hand ay bent, 

And dreidfull arrows grundin fherp and fqufaair, 
Thair faw I Mars the god armipotent, 

Awful and ftern, braid, llrong and corpulent. 

Thair faw I crabit Saturn auld and hair. 

His luke was lyke for to perturb the air. 

Thair was Mercurius, wyfe and eloquent 
Of rethorick that fand the liouris fae fair. 

XIV. 

Thair was the god of gardens Priapus^ 

Thair was the god of wildernes PbanuSf 
And Janus god of entries delectable. 

Thair was the god of oceans Neptunus : 

Thair was the god of winds bauld Eolusy 
With variand blafts lyke to an lord unftabic, 

Thair was blyth Backus glader of the table ; 

Thair Pluto was, that elritch IncubtfSt 

In cloke of grene; his court was cladc in fable. 

A 3 XV. 
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XV. 

And every ane of thir in grene arrayt, 

An harp and lute full mirreyly they playt. 

And ballats fang with raichty nottes cleir ; 

Ladys todaunce full fobirly aflTyit, 

£nd]ang the trotting river fo they mayit; 

Thair obfervance richt hevinly was to heir; 

Then crap I throw the brenches and drew nerr, 
Quhair that I was richt fuddenly affrayit, 

All throw a luke that I haif coft full deir. 

XV r: 

And fchortlie for to fpeik, by luvea fair ^ene 
J was efpyit, fcho bad hir Archers kene 
Go me arcift ; and they nae tyme delay it; 

Then ladies fair lute fall thair mantils grene,. 

With bowis big, in traffit hairs fchene, 

Richt fuddenly they had a field arrayit; 

And zit richt gritly was I nocht affrayit 
The party was fae plefand to be fene, 

A wondir lufty bikar me affayit* 

XVII. 

And firft of all with bow in hand ay bent, 

Came bewty-s Dame richt as fcho wald me fchent> 
Syne followit ail her damofells in feir, 

With mony divers awfull inftrument, 

Into the preifs fair Having with hir went, 

Syne Portrator, Plefance and lufty Cheity 
Then Refoun came with Scheild of Gold fo cleir# 
In plait of mail as Mars armipotent, 

Dcfendit me that noble chevalier.^ 

XVUL 
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XVIII. 

Syne tendir Xouth came with hir virgins zing, 

Grene Innocence and fchennefull Abajing^ 

And quaking DreU, with humbyl Obediencep 
The Goldin Terge it armit them naithing. 

Courage in them was nocht begun to fprirg j 
Full fune they dreid to do a violence: 

Sweit Womanheid I faw come in prefence, 

A warld of artelzie fcho did in bring, 

And fervit ladyis full of reverence* 

XIX. 

Scho with hir led Nurtour and Latwline/sy 
Continuance^ Patience^ gude Fame and Stedfajlnefs^ 
Diferation, Gentilnefsy Conjtdderans^ 

Leful Company, and boneji Bujtnrfs, 

Benign Luke, myld Cbeir, and Sobirnefs, 

All thh- bure genzies to do me grivans; 

But Refoun bure the Terge with fic conftans, 
Thair fcharp aflay micht do me no deirence, 

For all their preis and awful ordinane, 

XX. 

Unto the preifs purfewlt hie Degrie, 

Hir followit ay Eflait and Dignitee, 

Comparifon, Honour and nobtll Array, 

Will, Wantonefs, Reno^jjn and Llbertie, 

Riches and Fredome and Nobility ; 

Wit ze they did thair banner hie difplay. 

A clud of flanes lyke hail-fchot lowht they, 

And fchot till waftit was thair artelzie, 

Syne went abak rebutit of the prey. 

XXL 
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XXf- 

Quhcn Fenus had perfavit this rebate, 

Scho bad Dijfemhance gae mak a perfate 
With all her power to prefs the Goldin Terge, 
And fcho that was of doublenefs the rute, 

Afkit hir choifa of archers in refute : 

Venus the beft bad hir to wale at lergc ; 

Scho take Prefence plicht anker of the berge ; 

And fair Calling that weil a flane can fchute. 

And Cberijfing for to compleit hir charge. 

XXII. 

Dame Piamelinefs fcho tuke in company, 

That hardy was and heynd in archery, 

And brocht in Bewtie to the feild again. 

With all the choife of Venus chevcily, 

They came and bikkart unabaifitly: 

The fhowris of arrows rappit on lyke rain, 
Pcrrelus Prefence^ that mony a fyre has flain. 

The battill brocht on bordour hard me by, 

The affalt was all the fairer futh to fane. 

XXIII. 

Thick was the fchot of grundin arrows kene. 

But Keffoun with the Goldin Scheild fac fchene, 
Weirly deffendit quhofeir aflayit; 

The awfull fchower he manly did fuftene. 

Till Prefence keft a powdir in his ene, 

And then as drukken man he all forwayit, 

Quhen he wes bliud, the fulc with him they playit, 
And bannill him amang the bewis grene; 

That ficht fae fair me fuddenly afFrayit. 

XXIV. 
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XXIV. 

Then was I woundit, till the deth full ncir. 

And zoldin as ane woefull prifoncir 
To lady Be<wtie, in a moment’s fpacc, 

Methocht fcho feimit luftyer of cheir, 

Aftir that ReJJoun had tynt his cnc cleir, 

Than of befoir, and lovarly of face ; 

Quhy was thou blindit, ReJJoun ? quhy ? allace ! 
And gart ane hell my paradyce appeir, 

And mercy fcim quhair that I fand na grace. 

XXV. 

D'tjfimtdance was biffy me to aflyle, 

And/(?ir Calling did aft upon me fmyle. 

And Cheriffing me fed with words fair, 

Acquentance new embraftt me a quhyle, 

And favour! me, till men micht gae a myle. 

Syne tuke hir lief, I faw hir nevir mair ; 

Then faw I Denger towart me repair, 

I cowth efchcw hir prefence be nae wyle. 

On fyde fcho lukit with a fremit fare. 

XXVI. 

And at the laft deporting couth hir drefs. 

And me delyverit unto Havynefsf 

For to remane, and fcho in cure me tuke; 

Be this the lord of winds with fell wodnefs, 

God Eolui his bougill blew, I gefs, 

That with the blall the aiks in foreft fchuke. 

And fuddenlie in the fpace of a luke, 

All was hyne went, ther was but wildernefs, 

Ther was nae mair but bird and bank and brukc. 

XXVlf. 
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XXVII. 

In twynckling of an ee to fchip they went, 

And fwift up fail unto the tap they ftent. 

And with fwift courfe out owre the flude they frak 
They fyrit thair guns with powdir violent, 

Till that the reik raife to the firmament, 

The rochis all rcfoundit with the rak. 

For rehrd it fcmit that the rain-brow brak; 

With fpreit affrayit upon my feit I fprent 
Amangs the dewis, fae caiifull was the crak. 

XXVIII. 

And as I did awake off this fwowning. 

The joyfull minftralls mirryly did fing, 

For mirth of Phebiis tendir beims fchene ; 

Sweit wcr the vapouris, faft the morrowing, 

Hailfum the vail, depaynt with flowirs zing. 

The air atemperit, fobir and amcne ; 

In quhite and reid was all the card befeixe. 

Throw natures nobill frefch cnamaling, 

In mirthfull Maj^ of every moncth qucnc# 

XXIX. 

O reverend Cba<wfer^ rofe of rethouris all. 

As in our toung the flowir imperiall, 

That evir raife in Brittancy quha reids richt. 

Thou beirs of makars the triumphs ryall. 

The frefche enamallit termes celeftiall; 

This matter thou couth haif ilumint bricht, 

Was thou not of our IngHs all the licht ? 
Surmounting every toung terreftriall, 

As far as MajU fair morning dols mxdnicht. 

XXX, 
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XXX. 

O morale Go^wer and Lidgate lavreit* 

2our fuggurat toungs and lipps aureat 
Bene till our cir« caufe of grit delyte i 
Zour ixiouths angelick, ihaift mcllifluat, 

Our rude language hes cleir ilumynat, 

t 

And has owrc-gllt our fpeicb, that imperfyte 
Stude, or zour goldin pens did fehupe to wryt^ 
This yie befoir was bair and difolate 
Of rcthorick, or lufty fair indyte. 

XXXI. 

Thou litic quair be eVir obedient, 

Humbyl, fubjedt, and fcmple of intent, 

Befoir the face of every cunning wicht^ 

1 knaw quhat thon of rethorick has fpent^ 

Of hir maift lyftje rofes redolent 
Is nane into thy garland fet on hicht; 

O fchame thairfor, and draw the out of licht i 
llude is thy weld, bare, deflitute and tent, 
tVcil aucht thou be affeirit of the licht. 
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Thf Thistle and the Rose, 

O'er Fh^tv^rs and Herbage greerty 
By Lady Nature ckofe^ 

Bra ve King and lovely ^leen, 

A 

POEM, 

IN HONOUR OF 

Margaret, daughter to HENRT the VII, 
of England^ queen to James the IV. king 

of SCOTS, 



Q UHEN Mercloe wes with variand windis psft, 
And Appryll had with hir filver fhouris 
Tane leif at nature, with ane orient blaft, 

And lufty Mayy that muddir is of flouris, 

Had maid the birdis to begyn thair houris 
Amang the tendir odouris reid and quhyt, 

Quhois harmony to heir it wes delyt \ 
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In bed at morrow, fleiping as I lay, 

Methocht Aurora^ with her criftall ene. 

In at the window lukit by the day, 

And halfit me, with vifage paile and grene % 

On quhois hand a lark fang fro the fpleen, 

A walk luvaris out of your (lemering, 

Se how the lufty morrow dois upfpring, 

nr. 

Methocht frefche May befoir my bed upftude. 

In weid depaynt of mony diverfe hew, 

Sober, benyng, and full of manfuetude, 

In bright atteir of fiouris forgit new, 

Ilevinly of color, quhyt, reid, brown, and blewj 
Balmit in dew, and gilt with Phebus bemys ; 

Quhyl ail the houfc illumynit of her kmys. 



Slugart, fcho faid, awalk annone for fehame, 

And in my honor fumthing thow go wryt; 

The lark hes done the mirry day proclame. 

To rais up luvaris with comfort and delyt; 

Yet nocht increfs thy curage to indyt, 

Quhois hairt fumlyme hes glaid and blifsfull bene, 
Sangis to mak undir the levis grene, 
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Quhairto, quoth I, fall I upiyfe at morrow. 

For in this May few birdis herd I fing ; 

Thay half moir caufe to weip and plane their forrow j 
Thy air it is nocht holfum nor benyng ; 

Lord Eolus dois in thy fefibne ring ; 

So bufteous ar the blaftis of hia home, 

Amang thy bewis to walk I half forborne. 



With that this lady fobirly didfmyll, 

And faid, uprife, and do thy obfervance, 

Thou did promyt, in Mayis lufty quhyle, 

For to diferyve the ROSE of moft plefance. 

Go fc the birdis how thay fing and danc», 
Illumynit our with orient Ikyis brycht, 

Anamyllit richely with new afur lycht. 

VII. 

Quhen this wes faid, departit fcho this quene> 

And enterit in a lufty garding gent; 

And than methocht, full heftely befene, 

In ferk and mantill after her I went 
Into this garth moft dulce and redolent, 

Of herb and flour,- and tendir plantis fweit,. 

And grene levis doing of dew down fleiu. 

B a VIII. 
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VIII, 

The purpour fone, with tendir bemys reid. 

In orient bricht as angell did appeir, 

Throw goldiii fkyis putting up his hcid, 

Quhois gilt treflis fchone fo wondir cleir. 

That all the world tuke comfort, fer and neir. 
To luke upone his frefche and blifsfull face> 
Doing all fable fi*o the hcavenis chace. 



And as the blifsfull fbnne of cherarchy 

The fowlis fung throw comfort of'the licht; 
The burdis did with oppin vocis cry, 

O luvaris fo away thow dully nicht, 

And welcum day that comfortis every wicht j 
Hail Mayy hail Flora, hail Aurora fchene, 

Hail Princes Nature, hail Venus, Luvis quene. 



Dame Nature gaif ane inhibitioun thair 
To fcrs Neptune and Eolus the bauld, 

Nocht to perturb the wattir nor the air, 

And that no fchouris nor blaftis cawld 
Eft'ray fuKl flouris nor fowles on the fauld: 
Scho bad eik Juno goddes of the fky, 

That fcho the hevin fuld keip amene and dry. 
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xr. 

Scho ordaind eik that evety bird and bcifl: 

Befoir her heines fu!d annone compoir, 

And every flour of vcrtew moft and Icilt, 

And every herb be fcild fer and ncir, 

As they had wont in May fro yeir to ycir, 

To hir thair raakar to inak obedient, 

Tull law inclynand with all due rcverens. 

XU. 

With that annone fcho fend the fwiyft ro 
To bring in bciftis of all conditioun ; 

The refllcfs fivalloni' conimandit fcho alfo 
To fetch all foull of fmall and greit renown, 

And to gar flouris compeir of all faflbun; 

Full craftely conjurit fcho the Tarrora;, 

Quhiik did forth fwirk as fvvift as ony arrows 

xiir. 

All prefent wer in twynkling of ane ee, 

Baith bfifly and and flonr^ befoir the ^ene^ 
And firfl the Lyone gretaffc of degre. 

Was callit thair, and he, moft fair to fene, 

With a full hardy countenance and kene, 

Befoir Dame 1\ tiire come, and did inclyne, 

With vifage bauldf and courage konyue. 
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XIV. 

This awfull beift full terrible wcs of cheir, 

Perfing of lukc, and ftout of countenance, 

Ryght ftrong of corpes, of fatfoun fair, but feir^ 
Lufty of ftiaip, lycht of deliverance, 

Reid of his cullour, as is the ruby glance^ 

In feild of gold he ftude full mychtely, 

With flourc-de-Lycis firculit lullely. 

XW 

This Lady liftit up his cluvis cleir. 

And leit him liftly lene upone hir kne,. 

And crownit him with dyademe full deir,. 

Of raydous ftonis moft ryall for to fe; 

Saying, The King of Beiftis mak I the. 

And the cheif protestor in wodds and fchawia^ 

Onto thy, leigis go furth, and kcip the lawis. 

XVK 

Exerce juftice with mercy and confciens, 

And lat no fmall beift fuffir fkaith na fcornis,, 

Of greit beiftis that bene of moir pufience; 

Do law alyk to aipis and unicornis, 

And lat no bowgle with his bufteous hornis 
The meik. pluch-ox opprefs, for all his pryd, 

Bot in the yok go peciable him befyd, 

XVLL 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



THE THISTLE AND* THE ROSE, 



XVII. 

Quhen this-was faid, with noyis and foun of joy. 
All kynd of bciftis into thair degrc, 

At onis cryit, laud, Vive le Roy^ 

And till his feit fell with humilite; 

And all thay maid him homege and fewtev 
And he did thame reffaif with princely laitia, 
Quhois noble yre is Protest ProJIratis* 


XVIH. 


Syne crownit feho the Egle King of Fowlie, , 
And as fteill dertis fcherpit fcho his pennis, 

And bad him be als juft to anxjppis and o^wHsy 
As papingais^ or crenisy 

And mak a law for wicht /oW/j and for twnnnhy 
And lat no fowll of ravyne do elferay. 

Nor birdis devoir bot his awin pray, 

% 

XiX. 

Than callit fcho all flouris that grew on feild, 
Diferyving all thair fafliouns and effeirs, 

Upon the awfull Thrissill fcho beheld, 

And faw him keipit with a bufehe of fpeiris;. 
Coniidering him fo able for the weiris, 

A radius crown of rubies fcho him gaif, 

And faid,. In feild go forth, and fend the laif, 
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And thou art a King, thou be difcreit, 

Herb without vcrtew thow hald nocht of fic pryce 
As heib of vcrtew and of odor fweit; 

And lat no nettill vyle, and full of vyce, 

Hir fallow to the gudly flour-dc-lyce ; 

Nor lat no wyld weid, full of chuvlifhnefs 
Compair her till the Ulleis nobilnefs. 


XXL 


Nor hald no udir flour in fic denty 

As the frefche Rose, of cullor rcid and quhyt r 
For gif thou dois, hurt is thyne honefty ; 
Confiddering that no flour is fo perfyt, 

So full of vcrtew, plefans, and delyt, 

So full of blifsfull angelik bcwty, 

Imperial birth, honour and dignite* 

XXIL 

Thane to the Rose fcho tumit hir vifage. 

And faid, O lufty dochtir moft benyng, 

Aboif the lilly, illuftrare of lynage, 

Fro the ftok ryell ryfing frefche and ying, 

But eny fpot or macull doing fpring : 

Cum bloume of joy with jemmis to be Ground, 

For our the lait thy bewty is renound. 

XXIIL 
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XXIII. 

A coftly crown, with clarefeid ftonis bricht. 

This cumly Quene did on hir heid inclofe, 

Quhyll all the land i.lumynit of the lycht; 
Quhairfoir mcthocht the flouris did rejofe, 
Crying, attanis, Halil be thou richeft Rose, 

Haill hairbia Empryce, haill frefcheft Quene of flouris. 
To the be glory and honour at all houris. 

XXIV. 

Thar.c all the birdis fong with voce on hicht, 

Quhois mirthfull foun wes marvellus to heir; 

The mavys fang, Haill Rose moft riche and richt, 
That dois upflureifs under Phebus fpeirl 
Haill plant of youth, haill Princes dochtir deir, 
Haill blofome breking out of the blud loyall, 

Quhois pretius vertew is imperial. 

XXV. 

The merle fcho fang, Haill Rose of moft delyt, 
Haill of all fluris quene and foverane. 

The lark fcho fang, Haill Rose both reid andquhyt, 
Moft pleafand flour, of michty coullors twane. 
The nichtingaill fong, Haill Naturis fuifragene, 

In bewty, nurtour, and every nobilncfs, 
kn riche array, renown, and gcntilnefs. 

XXVI. 
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XXVI. 

The common voce upraife of burdis finally 
Upon this wys, O blifiit be the hour 
That thou wes chofin to be our principall; 

Welcome to be our Princes of honour, 

Our j>erle, our plefans, and our paramour^ 

Our peace, our play, our plane felicite ; 

C^rjf^ the conferf frome all adverfite. 

XXVIL 

Than all the burdis fong with fic a fchout. 

That 1 anone awoilk quhair that I lay, 

And with a braid I turnit me about 

To fe this court; bot all wer went away s 
Then up I leinyt, halflinges in affrey, 

Calk to my Mufe, and for my fubje<k choia 
To fing the Ryd Thrissill and the R<jse. 

Wm. Dunbar. 


The 
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T W E 

FENYET FRIER 


O F 

TUNGLAND. 


I. 

\ S young Aurora with chryftall hailcj, 
In orient fchew her vifage paile, 

A fwenyng fwyth did me afiaile 
Of fonis of Sathanis feid ; 

Methocht a Turk of Tartary 
Come throw the boundis of Barbary^ 
And lay forloppin in Lombardy, 

Full long in wachman’s weid. 


IL 

Fra baptafing for to efchew, 

Thair a religious man he flew, 

And cled him in his abeit new, 

For he cowth wryte and reid* 

Quhen kend was his diflimulance, 

And all his curfit governance, 

For feir he fled, and come in France^ 

With litill of Lumbard kid. 
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III. 

To be a leiche he fenyt him thair ; 

Quhilk mony a man might rew cvirmair; 
VoT he left nowthir fick nor fair 
Unflane, or he hyne yeid, 
Vane-organis he full clenely carvit; 
Quhen of his ftraik fae mony ftarvit, 
DreiU he had gottin quhat he dcfarvit. 

He fled away gude fpeid. 


IV. 

In Scotland than, the narreft way. 
He come, hU cunning till aflay, 
To fum man thair it was no play 
The preving of his feiens. 

In pottingry he wrocht grit pyne, 
He murdreift mony in medecyne; 
The jow was of a grit engyne, 
And generit was of gyans. 


V. 

In leichecraft he was homecyd, 

He wald haif for a nycht to byd 
A haiknay and the hurtman’s hyd, 

So meikle he w^as of myance. 

His yrins was rude as ony rawchtir, 
Quhaire he leit blude it was no lawchtir. 
Full mony inftrument for flawchtir 
Was in his gardevyance. 
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vr. 

lie cowth gif cure for laxative, 

To gar a wicht horfe want his lyvc ; 

Quha evir aflay wald man or wyve, 

Thair hippis yied hiddy-giddy. 

His pradtikis neVer war put to pieif, 

But fuddane deid or grit mifchief. 

He had purgatioun to mak a theif 

To die without a widdv. 

# 

VII. 

\Jnto no mcfs preffit this prelat. 

For found of facririg bell nor ikellat, 

As blackfmyth brinkit was his pallatt 
^ For battring at the ftudy. 

Thocht he come hame a new maid channoun. 

He had difpenfit with Matynis cannoun. 

On him come nowthir ftole nor fannoun 
For fmuking of the fmydy*^ 

VIII. 

Methocht feir faflbnis he aflfailycit 
To mak the quinteflance and failyeit; 

And quhen he faw that nocht availycit, 

A fedrem on he tuke : 

And fchupe in Turky for to flie; 

And quhen that he did mont on hie, 

All fowill ferleit quhat he fowld be, 

That evir did on him lukc. 

C IX. 
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IX. 

Sum held he had bene Dedalut, 

Sum the Menatair marvel us, 

And fum Martis fmyth yulcanus^ 

And fum Saturnus kuke. 

And evir the cufchettis at him tuggit, 

The rukis him rent, the ravynis him druggit^ 
The hudit-crawis his hair furth ruggit, 

The hevin he micht not bruke. 

X. 

Then Myttalne and Saint Martynis fowle 
Wend he had bene the hornit howle, 

Thay fet upon him with a yowle, 

And gaif him dynt for dynt. 

The golk, the gormaw, and the gled, 

Beft him with buffets quhill he bled ; 

The fpar halk to the fpring him fped 
Als fers as fyre^of flynt. 


xr. 

The tarfall gaif him tug for tug> 

A ftanchell hang in ilka lug, 

The pyot furth his pennis did rug, 

The ftork ftraik ay but ftint; 

The biffart biffy but rebuik, 

Scho was fo cleverus of her cluik, 

His (lugs) he micht not langer bruke, 

Scho held thame at ane hint. 

XII* 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



©UKBAR .’6 POEMS. 37 

XII. 

Thik was the dud of kayis and crawis, 

Of marleyonisi mittanis, and of mawis, 

That bikkrit at his herd with blawis, 

In battell him abowt. 

Thay nybbillit him with noyia and cry> 

The rcrd of thame raife to the (ky. 

And evir he cryit on Fortoun, Fy, 

His lyfe was into dowt. 

XIII. 

The ja him Ikrippit with a fkryke. 

And fkornit him as it was lyk j 
The egill ftrong at him did ftryke. 

And raucht him mony a rout: 

For feir uncunnandly he cawkit, 

Quhill all his pcnnis war drownd and drawkit, 

He maid a hundreth nolt all hawkit. 

Beneath him with a fpowt. 

XIV. 

He fcheure his feddereme that was fchene> 

And flippit out of it full dene, 

And in a myre, up to the ene, 

Amang the glar did glyd. 

The fowlis all at the fcdrem dang 
As at a monfter thame amang, 

Quhyl all the pennis of it owtfprang 
Intill the air full wyde. 

C % XV. 
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XV. 

And he lay at the plunge evir mair 
Sa lang as any ravin did rair; 

The crawls him focht with cryis of cair 
In every fchaw befyde. 

Had he revcild bene to the ruikis, 

Thay had him rcvin with thair cluikis. 

Thre dayis in dub amang the dukis 
He did with dirt him hyde. 

XVI. 

The air was dirkit with the fowlis 
That come with yawmeris, and with yowHs, 
With Ikryking, fkryming, and with fcowlis, 
To tak him in the tyde. 

I walknit wdth noyis and fchowte. 

So hiddow’is beir was me abowte. 

Senfyne I curft that cankirit rowte 
Quhair evir I go or rydc. 

DREAM. 


I. 

LUCINA fchynyng in filence of the nicht, 
The hevin being all full of fternis bricht, 
To bed I went; bot thair I tuke no reft. 
With havy thocht I wes fo foir oppreft, 
That fair 1 langit eftir dayis licht; 
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Of Fortoun I compleinlt hevely, 

That fcho to me ftude fo contraroufly t 
And at the laft quhen I had turnyt oft 
For werines, on me an flummer foft 
Come^ with ane dreming, and a fantefy. 

11 . 

Methocht Derae Fortoun, with ane fremit cheii> 
Stude me beforne, and faid on this maneir. 

Thow fuflir me to work gif thow do weill, 

And preifs the nocht to ftryfc aganis my quheill, 
Quhilk every wardly thing dois turne and fteir. 

Fall mony ane man I turne into the hicht, 

And maks als mony full law to doun licht.. 

Up on my ftalgis or that thow afceud, 

Trcift wcill thy trouble neir is at ane end, 

Seing thir taiknis, quhairfoir thow mark them richt. 

nr. 

Thy trublit galft fall neir moir be degeft, 

Nor thow into no benefice beis pofleft, 

Quhill that ane abbot him cleith in crnis penjiis, 
And fle up in the air amangis the crcnnis, 

And als* ane fakone fair fro eift to wett* 

IV. 

He fall afcend as ane horreble grephoun, 

Him meit fall in the air ane fcho dragoun ; 

Thir terrible moufteris fall togidder thrift, 

And in the cludis gett the Antechrift, 

Quhill all the air infeck of their pufoun. 

C 3 V. 
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V. 

Undir Saturnus fyre rcgioun 

Symonc Magus fall meit him and Mahoun* 

And Merlyne at the mone fall hym be bydand. 

And Jonet the widow on ane beflbme rydand. 

Of wichis with an windir garefoun ; 

And fyne thay fall difcend with reik and fyre, 

And preiche in erth the Antechryft’s impyre^ 

Be than it fall be neir this w'arld's end. 

With that this lady fone fra me did wend* 

VI. 

Quhen I awoke my dreme it wes fo nyce. 

Fra every wicht I hid it as a vyce; 

Quhill I hard tell be mony futhfaft wy 
Fie w'ald an abbot up into the Iky, 

And all his fetberine maid wes at devyce. 

VII. 

l^'lthin my hairt confort I tuke full fone, 

Adew, quoth I, my drery dayis are done. 

Full weill I wift to me wald nevir cum thrift, 

Quhill that twa monis wer fene up in the lift. 

Or quhill an abbot Hew aboif the mone. 

}U<w 
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** 4 '* 4 **< 

Hozv Dunbar <wej defyred to be ane Frier. 

I. 

THIS nycht befoir the dawing cleir 
Methocht Sanft Francis did to me appeir, 

With ane religious abbeit in his hand, 

And faid, In this go clcith the my fervand, 

Refufe the warld, for thow mon be a freir. 

IT. 

With him and with his abbeit bayth I fkarrit, 

Dike to ane man that with a gaift wes marrit: 
Methocht on bed he layid it me abone; 

Bot on the flure delyverly and fone 
J lap thaiifra, and nevir wald cum nar it. 

III. 

Quoth he, quhy fkarris thow with this holy weid ? 
Cloith the tharin, for weir it thow moft neid; 
Thow that hes lang done Venus lawis teiche. 

Sail now be freir, and in this abbeit preiche; 
Delay it nocht, it mon be done but drcid. 

IV. 

Quoth I, Sanift Francis, loving be the till. 

And thankit mot thow be of thy gude will 
To me, that of thy clay is ar fo kynd; 

Bot thame to weir it nevir come in my mynd : 
Sweet confeflbur, thow tak it nocht in ill. 
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V. 

In haly legendis have I hard allevin, 

Ma fan^tis of bifchoppis, nor freiris, be fic fcvin 
Of full few freiris that has bene fan<Slis I reid j 
Quhairfoir ga bring to me ane bifchopis weid» 
Gife evir thow wald my faule gaid unto hevin* 

VI. 

My brethir oft hes maid the fupplicatiouns, 

Be cpiftillis, fermonis, and relatiounis, 

To tak the abyte ; bot thaw did poftpone j 
But ony proccfs cum on ; thairfoir anone 
Ail circumftance put by and cxcufationis. 

VII. 

Gif evir my fortoun wcs to be a freir, 

The dait thairof is paft full raony a yeir; 

For into every lufty toun and place. 

Off all Yngland, from Berwick to Calice^ 

1 haif into thy habeit maid gud cheir. 

VIII. 

lu freiris weid full fairly haif 1 fleichit. 

In it haif I ia pulpet gone and preichit 
In Derntoun kirk, and eik in Canterberry j 
In it I paft at Dover our the ferry, 

Throw Piccardy, and thair the peple teichit* 

IX. 

Als lang as I did beir the freiris ftyle, 

In me, God wait, wes mony wrink and wyle 
In me wes falfet with every wicht to flatter, 
Quhilk mycht be flemit with na haly watter; 

1 wes ay reddy all men to begyle. 
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X. 



This freir that did Sanft Francis thair appeir, 
Ane ficind he wes in liknes of ane freir; 

He vaneift away with ftynk and fyrrie fmowk; 
With him methocht all the houfc end he towk, 
And I awoik as wy that wes in weir. 

. 

rhe D A U N C E. 


I. 

OF Februar the fiftene nycht, 

Richt lang befoir the dayis lycht, 

1 lay intill a trance ; 

And then I faw baith hevin and hell; 

Methocht amangis the feyndis fell, 

Mahoun gart cry ane dance, 

Of (hrewis that wer nevir fchrevin, 

Againft the feift of Fafternis evin, 

To mak thair obfervance ; 

He bad gallands ga graith a gyis, 

And caft up gamountis in the ftyis, 

The laft came out of France. 

II. 

Lat fe, quoth he, now quha beginis? 

With that the fowll fevin deidly finis 
Begowth to leip atanis. 

And firft of all in dance wes 
With hair wyld bak, bonet on fyd, 

Lyk to mak vaiftie wanis; 

And 
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And round about him as a quheill. 

Hang all in rumpillis to the heill. 

His kethat for the nanis. 

Mony proud trumpour with him trippit. 

Throw Ikaldan fyre ay as they Ikippit, 

They girnd with hyddous granis. 

HI. 

Heilie Harlottis in hawtanc wyis 
Come in with mony lindrie gyis, 

Bot yet luche nevir Mahoun, 

Qiihill preiftis cum with bair fchevin nekks. 

Than all the feynds lewche, and maid gekks, 
hlack^belly and Ba<ivJy~Bro<ui;n». 

IV. 

Than Tre come in with fturt and ftryfe ; 

His hand w^es ay upoun his knyfe. 

He brandeift lyk a beir; 

Boftaris, braggaris, and barganeris^ 

Eftir him paflit into pairis, 

All bodin in feir of weir. 

In Jakkis, tlryppis, and bonnettis of ileill> 

Thair leggis wer chenyiet to the heill, 

Frawart wes thair afFeir; 

Sum upoun uder with brands beft, 

Sum jagit utheris to the heft, 

With knyvis that fcherp coud fcheir. 

V, 

Next in the dance followit Invjf 
Pild full of feid and fellony, 

Hid malice and defpyte. 

For 
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For pryvie haterit that tratour trymlit. 

Him followit mony freik difTymlit, 

With fenyeit wordis quhyte. 

And flattereris into menis facis, 

And back-byttaris of fundry racis, 

To ley that had delyte, 

With rownaris of faU lefingis; 

Allace ! that courtis of noble kingis^ 

Of thame can nevir be quyte. 

VI. 

Next him in dans come Cu’vatycey 
Rute of all evill, and grund of vycc> 

That nevir cowd be content; 

Catyvis, wrechis, and Ockeraris, 

Hud-pykis, hurdars, and gadderaris, 

All with that Warlo went: 

Out of thair throttis they fhot on udder 
Hett moltin gold, methocht, a fiiddcr 
As fyre-flaucht maift fervent; 

Ay as thay tumit thame of fchot, 

Feynds filt thame well up to the thrott, 

With gold of ail kynd prent. 

VII. 

Syne Sweirnesj at the fecound bidding, 

Com lyk a fow out of a midding, 

Full Hepy wes his grunyie. 

Mony fweir bumbard belly huddroun, 

Mony flute daw, and flepy duddroun. 

Him fcrvit ay Avlth founyie. 

He 
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He drew thame furth intill a chenyic. 

And Belliall, with a brydill renyie, 

Evir lafcht thame on the lunyie. 

In dance thay War fo flaw of feit, 

Tliey gaif thame in the fyre a heit, 

And maid them quicker of counyie, 

VIII. 

Than Licbery, that lathly corfs, 

Berand lyk a bagit horfs, 

And Idilnefs did him leid ; 

Thair wes with him an ugly fort, 

And mony ftinkand fowll tramort, 

That had in fyn bene deid; 

Quhen thay were enterit in the daunce^ 

Thay wer full ftrenge of countenance, 

Lyk turkas burnand reid; 

It mycht be na remeid. 

IX. 

Than the fowll monftir Cluttenyt 
Of wame unfafiable and gredy, 

To dance fyn did him drefs ; 

Him followet mony foull drunckhart, 

With can and collep, cop and quarts 
In furfFet and excefs. 

Full mony a waiftlefs wally-drag, 

With waimis unweildable, did furth wag, 

In crcifche that did increfe. 

Drynk 
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Drynk, ay thay cryit, with n^ny a gaip, 
The feynds gave them hait leid to laip, 
Thair lovery wes na lefs. 

X. 

Na mcnftralls playit to thame but dowt. 

For gle-me« thair wer haldin out. 

Be day, and cik by nycht; 

Except a menftrall that flew a man; 

Sa till his heretage he wan, 

And entirt be breif of richt. 

XI. 

Than cryd Mahoun for a Heleand Padyane j 
Syn ran a feynd to fetch Makfadyane, 

Far northwart in a nuke ; 

Be he the Correnoth had done fchout, 
Erfche men fo gadderit him about, 

In hell grit rume thay tuke : 

Thae tarmegantis, with tag and tatter. 

Full loud in Erfche begowt to clatter. 

And rowp lyk revin and ruke. 

The devill fa devit wes with thair yell, 

Th at In the depeft pot of hell 

He fmorit thame with fmuke. 
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The SwEiRERS and the Detill*, 


I. 

THIS nycht in fieip I was agaft, 
Methocht the devill wes tempand faft 
The people with aithis of crewaltie, 
Sayand, as throw the merkat he paft» 
Renunjcc thy God, and cum to me. 

II . 

Methocht as he went throw the way, 
Ane preift fweirit braid, be God verey, 
Qiihilk at the alter rcffavit he ; 

Thow art my clerk, the devill can fay, 
Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

III. 

Than fwoir a court your tnekle of pryd 
He Chryftis woundis bludy and wyd, 
And be his harmes wes rent on tre. 
Than fpak the devill, hard him befyd, 
Renunce thy *God, and cum to me. 

IV. 

Ane mereband, his geir as he did fcH, 
■Renuncit his part of hevin and hell; 
The devill faid, Welcum mot thow be^ 
Thou fall be mcrchand for my fell, 
Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 
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V. 

Ane goldfmith faid, The golds fa fyne 

That all the warkmanfchip 1 tyne; 

The feind reffaif me gif I lie; 

Think on, quoth the dcvill, that thow art mine>, 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me* 

VI. 

Ane tailyor faid, In all this toun, 

Be thair ane better well maid gown, 

I gif me to the feynd all fre; 

Gramercy, tailyor, faid Mahoun,- 
Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

VII. 

Ane fouttar faid. In gud cfFek, 

Nor I be hangit be the nek, 

Gife bettir butis of Icdder ma be ; 

Fy, quoth the feynd, thou {awris of 

Go clenge the dene, and cum to me. 

VIII. 

Ane baxftar fayd, I forfaik God, 

And all his werkis, evin and od. 

Gif fairar ftufF neidis to be ; 

The devill luche, and on him cowth nod, 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

IX. 

The flefh'our fwoir be the facramcnt, 

And be Chryft’s blud maift innocent, 

Ncvir fatter flefch faw man with ce ; 

The devill faid, hald on thy intent, 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 
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X. 

The maltman fayisj I God forfaik, 

And that the devil! of hell me taik, 

Gif ony bettir malt may be, 

And of this kill I half inlaik ; 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

XI. 

Ane browftar fwore the malt wes ill, 

Baith reid and reikit on the kill, 

That it will be na aill for me, 

Ane boll will not fex gallonis fill; 

Renuncc thy God, and cum to me. 

XII. 

The fmith fwoir be r/de and raip, 

Intill a gallowis mot I gaip, 

Gif I ten dayis wan pennies thre, 

For with that craft I can nocht thraip; 

Renunce Ihy God, and cum to me. 

XIII. 

Ane menfirall faid, The feind me ryfe, 

The devill faid, hardly mot it be, 

Exerce that craft in all thy lyfe, 

Renuncc thy God, and cum to me. 

XIV. 

Ane dyfour faid, with words of ftryfe, 

The devill mot ftik him with a knyfe, 

But he keft up fair fyffis thre ; 

'I’he devill faid, Endit is thy life, 

Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

XV. 

A 
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XV. 

Ahe theif faid, Ill that evir I chaip, 

Nor ane ftark widdy gar me gaip, 

But I in hell for geir wald be; 

The devill faid, Welcum in a raip, 

Renunce thy God^ and cum to me. 

XVI. 

The fifche-wyfiia Act, and fwoir with grainU, , 
And to the feind fauld flefche and banis; 

Thay gaiF thame with ane fchout on hie i 
The devill laid, Welcum all at ainis, 

Renunce your God, and cum to me* 

XVII. 

Methocht the devills als black as pik, , 

Soliffand wer, as beis thik, 

Ay tempand folk with wayis flie; . 

Rounand to Robene and to DiAf 
Renunce thy God, and cum to me. 

T&e Testament 0 / Mr Andro KENNEDVi . 


I. 

I Matter Andro Kennedy, 

ui (matre) quando fam •uocatus^ 
Begotten with fum incuby, 

Or with fum freir infatuatut; 

In faith I can nocht tell redely, . 
Unde aut ubi fiit natusy 
Bot in truth 1 trow trewly, 
.^od fum diabalui incarnatus. 
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C- 

II. 

Cum nihil Jit certiui mortCf 

We man all de quhen we half done; 

Nefcimui quandOf •vtl qua forte, 

Kor blynd allane wait of the monc* 

Ego patior in pefiore. 

Throw nicht I mycht nocht fieip a wink j 
JAcet ager in coipore. 

Yet wald my mouth be w^att with drink* 

III. 

Nunc condo tejlamentum meum, 

I Icif my faul for evirmair. 

Per omnipotentem Deum, 

Into my lordis wync-cellar; 

Semper ibi ad remanendum 

Till domefday cum without difliver, 

Bonum niinum ad bibendum 

With fweit Cuthbert that lufit me nevir. 


IV. 

Jpfe ejl dulcii ad amandum. 

He wuld oft ban me in his breth> 
Det mihi modo adpotandum. 

And I forgaif him laith and wreth. 
^ia in cellar cum cer*ii\Jia, 

1 had lever ly baith air and lait, 
Nudus folus in camifia. 

Than in my lordis bed of flait* 
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V. 

Ane barrel being ay at my bofom, 

Of warldly gude I bad na mair ^ 

Et corpus meum ebriofum, 

1 leif unto the town of Air; 

In ane draff midding for evir and ay, 

Vt ibi fepeliri queam^ 

Quhair drink and draff may ilka day 

Be caftin fuperfackm meam, 

VL 

I leif my hairt that nevir wes ficker, 

Sft /femper 'variahile^ 

That evir mair wald flow and flicker, 

Conforti meo Jacoho Wylie : 

Thoch I wald bind it with a wicker, 

Veriim Deum renui ; 

Bot and I hecUt to tume a bicker, 

Hoc pa8um femper tenui. 

VII. 

Syne leif I the beft aucht I boebt, 

^od eft Latinum propter cape^ 

To the held of my kin; but waite I nocht, 
eft illci than fchro my Ikape. 

1 tald my Lord my bcid, but hiddill, 

Sed nulli alii hoc feiverunU 
We wer als fib as feif and riddill, 

majlva quec cre'verunU 

VIU. 
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vni. 

mea folatia 

They wer hot lefingis all and ane. 

Cum Omni fraude et fallacia^ 

I leive the maifter of Santft Anthanc> , 
William Gray, fme gratia^ 

My ain deir cufine, as I wene> 

^ui niinquam fabricat mendacia^ 

But quhen the Uolene tree growis grene« 


IX. 

My fenyeing, and my fals winning, 
Relinquo falfis fratribiis / 

For that is Gods awin bidding, 
Difpar^ty dedit pattperibiu^ 

For mens faulis they fay and fing, 
Mcniientes pro ntunertbus y 
Now God give thaime ane cvill endingi 
Pro fuis pra*vu operibus. 


X. 

To Jok the fule, my foly fre 

Lego poji corpus fepultum ; 

In faith 1 am mair fule than he. 

Licet ojiendo bonum njultum. 

Of come and cattell, gold and ficj 

Ipfe habet 'valde multumy 

And yit he bleiris my lordis ec> 

Fingendo cum fore Jiultum^ 

XI, 
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XI. 

To Maiftcr Johncy Clerk fync, 

Do et lego iniime 

Gods braid malefonC} and ztiyne; 
Nam ipfe ejl cau/a mortis mCit, 

Wer I a doig and he a fwyne. 

Multi mirantur fuper mcy 

Bot I fould gar that lurdoun quhryne, 

Scribendo dentes Jine D* 

XII. 

Kejiduum omnium bofiorum 
Tor to difpone my lord fal haif. 

Cum tutela puerorumy 

Baith Adie, Kittie, and all the laif. 

In faith I will na langer raif. 

Pro fepultura ordino 

On the new gyfe, fa God me faif. 

Non Jicut more folito* 


XIII. 

In die mea fepulturaf 

I will have nane but our awin gangi 

Et duos rujlicos de rure 

Berand ane barrel! on a (lang, 

Drinkand and playand cap-out; evep 

Sicut egomet folebamy 

Singand and greitand with the ftcvin, 

Poium meum cum fletu mifcebam* 


4J 


XiV. 
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XIV. 

I will no preiftis for me fingi 

DitfJ iUef difj ira ; 

Nor yet na belUs for me ring* 

Sieut femper folet fieri; 

But a bag-pyp to play a fpring, 

Et unum ale-wifp ante me ; 

Jnfteid of torchis, for to bring 
^uatuor lagenas cen^ifliC, 

Within tha graif to fett, fit thing, 
Jn modum erucis juxta me^ 

To fie the feyndis, than hardly fing 
De terra plaftnajli tne% 




Tydings fra the Sessioum# 



ANE murelandis man of uplandis mak> 
At hame thus to his nychbour fpak, 
Quhat tidingSi goffep ? peaa or weir ? 
The tother rounit in his eir, 

I tell yow this under confeflioun. 

But laitly lichtit of my meir, 

I come of Edinburgh fra the feifioun.. 
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Quliat tydiogis hard ye thair, I pray yow ? 

The tother anfwerit, 1 fall fay yow ; 

Keip tills all fecreit, gentill brother, 

Is na man thair that trellis an uthci t 
Ane common doer of tranfgrcfiioun. 

Of innocent folkis prevenis a father ; 

Sic tydings hard 1 at the feUioun. 

in. 

Sum with his fallow rownis him to plcii 
That wald for envy byt aff his neis. 

His fa him by the oxtar leidis; 

Sum pattens with his mowth on beids, 

That hes his mynd all on oppreflioun ; 

Sum beckis full law, and fchawis bair heidis^ 
Wald luke full hcich war not the fcflioun. 



Sum bidand the law, layis land in wed ; 

Sum fuperexpendit gois to his bed ; 

Sum fpeidis, for he in court hes meins i 
Sum of partialitie complenis, 

How feid and favour flemis diferetioun ; 

Sum fpeikis full fair, and falfsly fenis t, 

'Sic thingis hard I at the fenioun.. 

V. 
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$iim carts fumraondis, and fum exccptis; 
Sum rtand befj'd and ikaild law keppis ; 
Sum is concludit, fum wins, fum tynes; 
Sum makis him mirry at the wynis; 

Sum is put out of his pofleflioun ; 

Sum heneit, and on credens dynis; 

Sic tydings hard I at the fcflioun. 


VI. 

Sum fweiris, and forfaikis God ; 

Sum in ane lamb-lkin is anc tod; 

Sum in his tung his kyndnefs turfis; 

Sum cuttis throattis, and fum pykis purfis ; 

Sum gois to gallows with proceflloun ; 

Sum fains the fait, and fum thame curfis : 

5yc tydingis hard I at the feffioun. 

VII> 

Relgious men of divers placis 
Cum thair to wow, and fc fair faces ; 

Baith Carmelitis and Cordilleris 
Cumis thair to genner and get ma freirls, 

' nd ar unmindful! of thair profefiioun ; 

S;^he yunger at the cldair leiris : 

^'■ngs hard I at the ftfiio 

VIIL 
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4^ 


vni. 

Tbiir cumis yiing monkis of he complexioun, 
Of devoit mynd, luve, and aflTedtioun ; 

And in the courte thair halt flefche danti^> 
Full fader-lyk, with pechis and pantis; 
Thay ar fo hummill of interceflionn, 

AH mercifull wemen thair errand grantis: 
Sic tydings hard I at the feffioun. 




A General Satyre. 

I. 

BHVORIT with dreim, devi.ing in my flumber> 
How that this realme, with nobillis out of number 
Gydit, provydit fa inony years hes bene ; 

And now fic hunger, fic covvartis, and fic cumber, 
Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

II. 

Sic pryd with prellattis, fo few till preiche and pray, 
Sic hant of harlottis with thame, bayth nicht and day, 
That fowld haif ay thair God afore thair ene, 

So nice array, fo ftrange to thair abbay, 

Within this land was nevir haid nor fene. 

HI. 

So mony preiftis cled up in feculaf weid, 

With blafing breiftis calling thair claiths on breid, 

It is no need to tell of quhome I mene, 

To quhome the Pfalme and Tcftament to reid, 
AVitbin this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

E IV. 


% 



Digitized by Google 


Original from 

PRIN C ET OMJJNiyERSLT Y 



DlfKBAR-’S POEMS» 

IV. 

So mony maifleris, fo mony guctit clerki3> 

So mony weftaris, to God and all his warkis, 

So fyry fparkis, of difpyt fro the fpkne, 

Sic lofin farkis, fo mony glengour markis, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

V. 

So mony lords, fo mony naturall fules, 

That bettir accordis to play thame at the trulis^ 

Nor feis the dulis that commons dois fuftene,. 
New tane fra fculis; fo mony anis and mulis, 
Within this land wds nevir hard nor fene. 

VI. 

Sa meikle trefibne, ft mony partial fawis, 

Sa littill reflbne, to help the common cawis, 

That all the lawis ar not fet by ane bene; 

Sic fenyiet flawis, fa mony waftit vvawis, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

VII. 

Sa mony theivis and murcleris weil kend, 

Sa grit releivis of lords thame to defend, 

Becauis they fpend the pelf thame bctwene, 

Sa few till wend this mifcheif, till amend, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene, 

VIII. 

This to correct, they fchow with mony crakkis, 

Bvit littill effed of fpeir or battar ax, 

Qnhen curage lakkis the corfs that fouldmak kene/ 
S.i mony jakkis, and brattis on beggaris bakkis. 
Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

IK- 
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IX. 

Sic vant of wouUoura with hairtis in finful ftatiires, 
Sic brallaiis and bolleris, degenerait fra their natures, 
And fic regratouris, the pure men to pvevene ; 

Sa mony traytouris, fa mony rubeatouris, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

X. 

Sa mony jugeis and lords now maid of late, 

Sa fmall refiigeis the pure man to dtbait; 

Sa mony eftate, for commoun weil fa quhene, 
Owre all the gait, fa mony thevis fa tait, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene, 

XI. 

Sa mony ane fentcnce reticitit, for to win 
Geir and acquentance, or kyndnefs of thair kin ; 

Thay think no fin, quhair proffeit cumis bctwenc 5 
Sa mony a gin, to haift thame to the pin, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene, 

XII. 

Sic knavis and crakkaris, to play at carts and dyce. 
Sic halland-fcheckaris, quhilk at Cowkelbyis gryce. 
Are haldin of pryce, when lymaris do convene, 
Sic ftore of vyije, fa mony wittis unwyfe, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

xni. 

Sa mony merchandis, fa mony are menfworne, 

Sic pure tenandis, ficcurfing evin and morn, 

Quhilk ilayis the corn, and frud that growls great; 
Sic Ikaith and fcorne, fa mony paitlattis worne, 
Wilhiii thi§ land was nevir hard nor fene. 

E % XIV. 
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XIV. 

Sa mony rackettis, fa mony ketche-pillarie, 

Sic ballid, He nachettiSi and lie tutivillariSf 
And Ik cvil-willaris to fpeik of King and Quene. 
Sic pudding-fillaris, defeending doun from millaiia, 
Within thU land was nevir hard nor fene. 

XV. 

Sic fartingaillis on Haggis als fatt as quhailiS} 

Fattit lyk fulis with hattis that littil availis ; 

And Gc fowill tailis to fweip the calfay clcncj^ 

The dull uplkaillis, mony fillok- 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 

XVI. 

Sa mony ane Klttie, dreft up with goldin chenyes, 
Sa few witty, that weil can fabillis fenyie, 

With apill renycis ay lhawand hir goldin chene, 
Qf Sathanis feinye, fure fic an unfaul menyk 
Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 


•*4 *4**^ *4'*4'*4**^''4'*4 *4**4*'4^^*'^*’^**^**^**^'*>**^**y* ^**^**^ 


Discrbtioun in 4 / king ^ 


I. 

OF every aiding fbllowia nocht 
Uewaird, bot gif fum c^s Aver wrocht; 

And quhair caus is, men well ma fie ; 

And quhair nane ia, it will be thocht 
In aiking fould Diferetioun be. 

IP. 
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ir. 

Anc fule, thocht he haif caus or nane,. 

Cryis ay, gif me into a drene j 
And he that dronis ay as ane bee 
Sou]d haif an heirar dull as (lane; 

In afking fould Difcretioun be,. 

III. 

Sum afl:is mair than he defervi9> 

Sum afkis far les than he fervis, 

Sum fchames to afk as braids of me,. 

And all without reward he ftervis; 

In alking fould Difcretioun be. 

IV. 

To alk but fervice hurts gud fame. 

To afk for fervice is not blame j 
To ferve and leif in beggartie, 

To man and maiftir is baith fchame; 

In alking fould Difcretioun be. 

V. 

He that dois all his heft fervyis, 

May fpill it all with crakkis and cryis,. 

Be foul inoportunitie; 

Pew w’ordis may fcrve the wyis ; 

In alking fould Difcretioun be. 

Vl> 

Kocht neidfull is men fuld be dum>, 

Nathing is gotin but word's fum, 

Nocht fped but diligence we fc ;. 
lor nathing it allane will cum ; 

In alking fould Difcretioun be-. 

E 3 W.. 


Digitized by Goc igle 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 


54 


PUNBAR^S POEMS. 

VII. 

Afking wald half convenient place. 
Convenient tyme, lafar, and fpace ; 

But haift or preis of grit menye. 
But hairt abafit, but toung reckless; 
In afking fould Diferetioun be, 

VIII. 

Sum micht haif (ye) with littill cure, 
7'hat lies aft (nay) with grit labour, 
AH for that tyme not byde can he ; 
He tynis baith errand and honour; 

In alking fould Diferetioun be. 

IX, 

Suppois the fervand be lang unquit, 
The Lord fumtyme reward will it, 
Gif he dois not, quhat remedy ? 
To fecht with fortoun is no wit; 

In afking fould Diferetioun be. 




PiSCRETIOUN of Ghvhlg, 


I. 

TO fpeik of gift or almous deidis, 
Sum gevis for mcreit and for meidis; 

Sum, wardly honour to up hie, 
Gevis to thame that nothing neidis j 
In geving fould Diferetioun be. 
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IL 

•^am gevis for pryd and glory vane, 

Sum gevis with grudgeing and with pane, 

Sum gevis in prattik for fupple. 

Sum gevis for twyis als gud agane ; 

In geving fould Difcrctioun be. 

III. 

Sum gevis for thank, fum cberitie. 

Sum gevis money, and fum ^evis meit, 

Sum gevis wordls fair and fie, 

Giftis fra fum ma na man treit; 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

IV. 

Sum is for gift fa lang requyred, 

Quhill that the crevir be fo tyred. 

That or the gift deliverit be, 

The thank is fruftrat and expyred ; 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

V. 

Sum gevis fo littill full \^Tetchetly, 

That his giftis are not fet by, 

And for a huide-pyk haldin is he, 

That all the warld cryis on him, fy I 
In geving fould difcretioun be. 

vr. 

Sum in his geving is fo large, 

That all oure-laidin is his berge, 

Throw vyce and prodigalite, 

Thairof his honour dois difchairge; 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

yii. 
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vir. 

Sum to the riche gevis geir, 

That micht his giftis weill forbcir; 

And thocht the peur for fait fould de>. 
His cry nocht cnteris in his eir; 

In geving fould Dilcretioun be. 

VIII. 

Sum gevis to ftrangeris with face new, 
That yifterday fra Flanderis flew ; 

And auld fervantis lift not fe, 

War thay nevir of fa grit vertew; 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

IX. 

Sum gevis to thame can alk and pJenyie, 
Sum gevis to thame can fiattir and fcnykj 
Sum gevis to men of honeftie, 

And haldis all jangealaris at difdenyie ^ 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

X. 

Sum gettis giftis and riche arrayis 
To fweh: all that his maifter fayis, 

Thocht all the contrair wcill knawis Ke; 
Ar mony Ik now in thir dayis; 

In geving fould Difcretioun be. 

XI. 

Sum gevis gud men for thair gud kewis. 
Sum gevis to trumponris and to fchrewis. 
Sum gevis to knaw his awtoritie 5 
But in thair office gude fundin few is 
In geving fould Difcretioun b^. 
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^ XII. 

'Sumsj'vis parochynls full wydi 
Kirkie of Sanct Barnard and Saiifl Bryd, 
To teiche, to rcwill, and to ovirfiCi 
That he na wit hea ihame to pyd ; 
lu geving fould Difcretioun be. 




Discretioun in Taking. 


I. 

£T?TIR geving I fpcik of taking, 

£ot littill of ony gud forfaiking; 

Sum takkis our littill autoritie, 

And fum. oure-mekle, and that is glaiking y 
In taking fould Difcretioun be. 

II. 

The clerkis takis bencficis with brawlis, 

Sum of Sandl Peter, and fum of Sandl PauUs^ 
Tak he the rentis, no cair hes he, 

Suppois the divill tak all thair fawlis ; 

In taking fould Difcretioun be. 

UI. 

Barronis takis fra the tcnnentia peure, 

All fruitt that growis on the fcure, 

In mailis and gerfomes raifit ouir he, 

And garris thame beg fra dure to dure j 
1^ taking fould Difcretioun be. 
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IV. 

Sum trikis utlilr mennis takkis, 

And on the peure oppreflioun makkis, 
And never remenibris that he mon die, 
Quhyl that the gallowis gar him rax 5 
In taking fouid Difcrctioun be. 

V. 

Sum takis be fie and be land, 

And nevir fra taking hald thair hand, 
Quhill he be tyit up to ane tre; 

And fyn thay gar him underftand, 

In taking fouid Difcrctioun be. 

VI. 

Sum wald tak all his nychbouris geir; 
Had he of man ala littill feir 

As he hes dreid that God him fee. 

To tak than fuld he nevir forbeir; 

In taking fouid Difcrctioun bcv 

VII. 

Sum wald tak all this vvarld’s breid. 

And y^t not fatisfeit of thair neid, 
Throw hairt unfatiable and gredie ; 
Sum wald. tak Httill, and can not fpeid 5 
In taking fouid Difcretion be. 

VIII. 

Grit men for taking and oppreflioun 
Ar fet full famous at the feflioun, 

And peur takaris are hangit hie, 
Schamit for evir, and thair fucceflioun ; 
Ja taking fouid Difcrctioun be. 
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An'E Ah a^wtn Ennemy* 

I. 

HE that hes goltl and grit richefs^ 

And may be into myrrinefs, 

And dois gladnefs fra him expell> 

And levis into wretchitnefs, 

He wiikis forrow to him fell. 

JTw 

He that may be but fturt or ftryfe. 

And leif ane lufty plefand lyfe, 

And fyne with mariege dois him mcll> 

And binds him with ane wicket w’yfe, 

He wirkis forrow to him fell. 

HI. 

He that hes for his awin genyte 

And plefand prop, bot marik or menyie> 

And (huttis fyne at an uncow fchell, 

And is forfairn with the fieis of Spenyie* 

He wirkis forrow to him fell. 

IV* 

And he that with gud lyfe and trewtb, 

But variance or uder flewth, 

Dois evir mair with ane maifter dwell* 

That nevir of him will half no rewth, 

He wirkis forrow to him fell. 

V. 
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V. 

Now all this tyme let us be mirry, 

And fet nocht by this warld a chirry; 

Now quhyll thair is gude wyne to fell. 
He that dois on dry breid wiiry, 

J gif him to the devill of hell. 




No TrESSOUR ^Mtthoul GLA!DNESi» 


L 

BE mirry, man, and tak nocht far in mynd. 

The wawering of this wrechit warld of forrow. 
To God be humill, and to thy freynd be kynd, 

And with thy nychtbouris glaidly len and borrow 
His chance to nycht it may be thyne to morrow. 
Be blyth in hairt for ony aventure ; 

For oft with wyfure it hes bene faid a forrow, 
Without glaidnes aVvailis no trelTour. 

ir. 

Mak the gud cheir of it that God the fends, 

For warld’s wrak but weilfair nocht awailis ; 

Na glide is thyne, faif only bot thow fpendis, 
Rcmcnant all thow brukis bot with bailis. 

Seik to folace quhen fadnes the affailis, 

In dolour lang thy lyfe ma nocht indure; 

Quhairfoir of confoit fet up all thy faylis, 
W'thout glaidnes awailis no treffour, 

UK 
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III. 

Follow on petie, fie truble and debait. 

With famous folkis hald thy cumpany ; 

Be charitabill and humyll in thyne eftait, 

For wardly honour leftis hot a cry ; 

For truble in erd tak no malianccly, 

Be riche in patience, gif thow in guds be pure, 
Quha levis mirry he levis michtely ; 

Without glaidnes awailis no treflbur. 


IV. 

Thow feis thir wrechis fett with forrow and cair. 
To gaddir gudis in all thair lyvis fpace; 

And quhen thair baggis ar full thair felfis ar bair, 
And of thair riches bot the keping hes ; 

Quhill uthiris cum to fpend it that hea grace, 
Quilk of thy winning no labour had nor cure ; 

Tak thow example, and fpend with mirrines. 
Without glaidnes awailis no treflbur. 


V. 

Thocht all the werk that evir had levand wicht 
Wer only thyne, no moir thy pairt dois fall, 

Bot meit, drink, dais, and of the laif a ficht, 

Yit to the juge thow fall gif compt of all j 
Ane raknyng rycht cumis of ane ragment fmall: 
Be juft and joyius, and do to none enjiire. 

And trewth fall mak the ftrang as ony wall ; 
Without glaidnes awailis no treflbur, 

F jid'uite 
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4 

AdVice to fpend ones awin Gudes* 


I. 

MAN, fen thy lyfe is ay in weir. 

And (Jeid is evir drawand neir, 

Thy tyme unficker and the place, 

Thyne awin gude fpend q.uhill thow hes ^acc# 

ir. 

Gif it be thyne, thy fclf it diis. 

Gif it- be not, the it refufis ; 

Ane uthir of the profeit hes; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace- 

III. 

Thow may to day haif gude to fpend, 

And heftely to morne fra it wend, 

And leif ane uthir thy baggie to brais ; 

Thyne awin gude Qiend .quhill thow hes fpace- 

IV. 

Qiihile thou hes fpace, fe thou difpone, 

That f^r thy geir, quhen thou art gone, 

No wicht ane uder flay or chace; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes Ipacei 

V. 

Sum all his dayis dryvis our in vane, 

Ay gadderand geir with forrow and pane. 

And nevir is glaid at Yule nor Pais; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

VI, 
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VI. 

Syne cums ane uder glaid of his forrowj,^ 

That for him prayit nowdir evin nor morrow, 
And fangis it all with mirrynais ; 

Thyne awin gudc fpend quhiU thow hes fpace. 

VII. 

* 

Sum grit gud gadderis, and ay it fpairs, 

And efter him thair cumis yung airis. 

That his auld thrift fettis on an ace; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

VIII. 

It is all thyne that thou heir fpends. 

And nocht all that on the depends, 

Bot his to fpend it that hes grace; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

IX. 

Treft nocht ane uther will do the to, 

It that thyfelf wald nevir do j 

For gif thou dois, Arengc is thy cace ; 

Thyne awin-gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 

X. 

Luk how the bairne dois to the mudcr, 

And tak example be nane udder, 

That it nocht cftir be thy cace; 

Thyne awin gude fpend quhill thow hes fpace. 
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Best to he Blyth. 

I. 

FULL oft I mufe, and hes in thocht, 
Ilowthis fals warld is ay on flocht, 

Qnhair nothing feme is nor degeft ; 

And when 1 haif my mynd all focht. 

For to be blyth me think it belt. 

II. 

This warld cvir dois flicht and wary,. 

I'ortoun fa fad hir quheill dois cary; 

Na tyme but turne can tak reft, 

For quhois falfe change fuld none be fary; 
For to be blyth me think it bed. 

III. 

Wald man confiddir in mynd rycht wcill. 

Or fortoun on him turn her quheill. 

That erdly honour may nocht left, 

Ilis fall lefs panefuil he fuld feill; 

For to be blyth me tliink it bed. 

IV. 

Quha with this warld dois warfell and dryfe. 
And dois his dayis in dolour dryfe, 

Thocht he in lordfchip be pofled, 

He levis bot ane wrechit life ; 

For to be blyth me think it bqd* 
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V. 

Of wardlis gud and grit richefs, 

Quhat frudt hes man but mirrinefs ? 

Thocht he this world had eift and weft, 

$ 

All wer povertie but glaidnefs-; 

For to be blyth me think it beft.. 

- . ' •*' - VI. '■ ■ ’ 

Quho fuld for tynfall drown or de, 

For thyng that is bot vanitie; 

Sen to the lyfe that ever dois left, 

Heir is bot twynklyng of an ee; 

« 

For to be blyth me think it beft..- 

^ VII.' ' ' 

Had I for warid’s unkyndnefs-- 
In hairt tane ony havinefs, 

Or fro my plefans bene oppreft, 

I had bene deid langfyne dowtlefs ; 

For to be blyth me think it beft. 

^ VIII. 

How evh- this warld do change and vary, 

Lat us in hairt nevir moir be fary, 

Bot evir be reddy and addreft, 

To pafs out of this frawfull fary j 
For to be blyth me think it beft. 

I r 

Of D E M I N G. 

i/ 

HOW fowld I rewillme, or quhat wyis, 

1 wald fum wyifman wald dewyis 5 

F 3 rcannot 


Digitized by 



Original from 

JiRiLlCEION UNIVERSITY 




DUNBAR^S POEMS^ 

I cannot leif in no degre, 

But fum will my maneris difpyis ; 

Lord God bow fall I governe me. 

II. 

Gife I be galland, lufty and blyth. 

Than will thay fay on me full fwytb. 
That out of mynd yon man is hie> 

Or fum hes done him confort kyth ; 
Lord God how fall I governe me. 

III. 

Gife I be forrowfull and fad, 

Than will thay fay that I am mad, 

I do bot drowp as I wold die; 

Thus will thay fay baith man and lad j 
Lord God how fail I governe me. 

IV. 

Gife I be lufty in array. 

Than luvc I paramours thay fay. 

Or in my hairt is prowd and hie, 

Or ellis I haif it fum wrang way ; 

Lord God how fall I governe me. 

V. 

Gife I be nocht weill als bcfeme, 

Than twa and twa fayis thame betwene. 
That evill he gydis yone man trewlie, 
Lo be his claithis it may be fene; 

Lord God how fall I governe me. 

VI. 

Gife I be fene in court ovir lang, 

Than will thay murmour thaiine amang, 


Digitized by 



Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 


‘7 


DUNBAR^S POEMS* 

My friendis ar not worth a fle, 

That I fa lang but reward gang; 

Lord God how fall I govenie me 

VII. 

In court reward than purches I, 

Than haif thay malycc and invy. 

And fccreitly thay on me lie. 

And dois me hinder prevely ; 

Lord God how fall I governe me* 

VIII. 

I wald my gyding war dewyfit; 

Gif I fpend littill I am difpyfit. 

Gif I be nobill, gcntill, and fre, 

A prodigall man I am fo pryfit; 

Lord God how fall I governe me. 

IX. 

Now juge thay me baith guid and ill. 

And I may no mans tung hald ftill; 

To do the beft my mynd fall be, 

Latt every man fay quhat he will; 

The, gracious God, mot governe me. 

Of D E M I N G. 

1 . 

MUSING allone this hinder nicht. 

Of mirry day quhen gone was licht, 

Within ane garth undir a tre, 

I hard ane voce, that faid on hicht, 

Ma na man now undemit be ; 

II. 
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ir. 

For thocht I be ane crownit king, 

Yit fall I not efchew deming ; 

Sum callis me guid, fum fayis I lie,, 
Sum cravis of God to end my ring, 

So fall I not undemit me. 

III. 

Be 1 ane Lord, and not lord-Iyk, 

Than every pelour and purs-pyk 
Sayis, Land war bettir warit on me 
Thocht he dow not to Icid a tyk, 

Yit can he not lat deming be. 

IV. 

Be I ane lady frefche and fair, 

With gentillmen makand repair, 

Than will thay fay, baith fcho and he,, 
(1 am didionorit) lait and air; 

Thus fall I not undemit be. 

V. 

Be I an courtman, or an knycht, 
lioneftly cledthat cumis me richt, 

Ane prydfull man than call thay me: 
Bot God fend thame a widdy wicht, 

That cannot lat fic deming be.' 

VI. 

Be I bot littill of flature, 

Thay call me catyve createure ; 

And be I grit of quantetie, 

Thay call me mooftrowis of nature ; 

Thus can thay not lat deming be. 
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VIL 

And be I ornat in my fpeiche, 

Than Tofiv/y fayis, I am fa ftreicli, 

I fpeik not lyk thair hous menyie ; 
Suppois her mouth millers a ieiche,) 

Yit can fcho not lat deming be. 

VIII. 

But wift thir folkis that uthlr demis, 
How that thair fawis to uthir femis, 
Thair vicious wordis and vanitie, 
Thair tratling tungis that all furth tcmis, 
Sum wald lat thair deming be. 

IX. 

Gude James the Ferd, our nobill king, 
Qahen that he was of yciris ying. 

In fentens faid full fubtillie. 

Do fweily and fett nocht by demyingy 
For no man /all undemlt be* 

X. 

And fo I fall with Goddis grace, 

Keip his command into that cace, 
Befeiking ay the Trinitie, 

In hevin that I may haif an place, 

For thair fall no man demit be. 



To the King. 

I. 

SCHIR, yit remembir as of befoir. 

How that my yowth I done forloir 

Ta 
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In your fervice with pane and greif, 

Gud confciens cryis, reward thaiffoir; 

Excels of thocht dois me mifcheif. 

II. 

Your clerkis ar fervit all about, 

And I do lyk ane reid halk fchout, 

To cum to lure that hes no leif, 

Quhair my plumyis begynis to brek out; 

Exccfs of thocht dois me mifcheif- 

IJI. 

Forfeit is ayt the falconis kynd ; 

But evir the mittane is hard in mynd, 

Of quhome the gled dois prettikis preif. 

The gentill goiftalk gois unkynd ; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif. 

IV. 

The pyet with hir pretty cot, 

Fenyeis to fing the nychtingalis not; 

Bot fcho can nevir the corchat cleif> 

For harfhnefs of hir earlich throt .; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif^ 

V. 

Ay fareft faderis hes farreft fowlis ; 

Suppois thay haif no fang bot youlis, 

In filver caigis thay fit at cheif; 

Kynd natyve neft dois clek bot owlis p 
Excefs of thocht dois me mifebeif- 

Vll 

O gentill egill, how may this be. 

That of all fowlis dois heeft fle j 

• Your 
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Your legis quhy will ye nocht rcleif. 

And chereis eftir thair degre ? 

BKcefs of thocht dois.me mifcheif- 

VIL 

Quhen fervit is all udir man, 

Gentill and femple of every clan, 

Kyne of Rauf Oalyardy and Jobne the reili 
Nathing I get, na conqueft than ; 

Excefs of thocht .dois. me mifchei£ 

VII. 

Thocht I in court be maid refua, 

And haif few vertewis for to rus ; 

Yet am I ^min of Adame and Eif, 

And fane wald leif as uderis dois ; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifchciL 

IX. 

Or I fuld leif in (k mifchanc^. 

Gif it to God war no grevance. 

To be a pyk-thank I wald picif. 

For thay on warld wantis no plefans % 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifeheif, 

X. 

In fum parte on my felf I plenye, 

Quhen udir folkis dois fiattir and fenye; 

Allace ! I can bot ballattis breif, 

Sic bairnheid biddis my brydill renye; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifeheif. 

XI. 

J grant my fervice is bot licht; 

Thairfoir of mercy, and nocht of rlcht, 

I afk 
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1 alk you, Schir, no man to greif; 
Sum medecyne gife that ye m'lcht; 
Excefs of thocht dois me mifcfaeif. 

XII. 

May nane remeid my mclady 
Sa weill as ye, Schir, veraly ; 

For with a benefice ye may preif. 

And gif I mend nocht heftely ; 

Excels of thocht dois me mifcheif. 

XIII. 

I wes in yowth on nureis kne, 

Dandely, Bifchop, dandely; 

And quhen that ege now dois me greif, 
Ane femple vicar I can nocht be ; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif. 

XIV. 

Jok that wes wont to keip the ftirkis, 

Can now draw him ane cleik of kirkis, 
With ane fals tant into his fleif, 

Worth all my ballattis undir the birkis; 
Excefs of thocht dois me mifehief. 

XV. 

Twa curis or thre hes upolandis Michell, 
With difpenfatiouns bund in a knitchcll; 

Thocht he fra nolt had new lane leif, 
He playis with and I with nichell; 

Excefs of thocht dois me mifcheif. 

XVI. 

How fold I leif that is nocht landit, 

Kor yit with benefice am I blandit; 
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I fay nocht, Schir, you to repirif^ 
Bot doutles 1 ga rycht neir handit; 
£xccf;» of thocht doia me mifeheif. 

XVII. 


As fauls is heir in purgatory, 

Xeving in pane and houp of glory^ 
Seand myfelf I half belief, 

In howp, Schir, of your adjutory; 
Bxcefs of thocht dois me mifeheif. 





To the Kisg. 


r. 

8 ANCT Salvatour fend filvcr forrow ; 
It grevis me both evin and morrow, 
Chafing fra me all chcritie ; 

It makis me all blythnes to borrow; 

My panefull purs fo pricUs me, 

II. 

Qiihen I wald blythlle ballattis breif, 
Langour thairto,givis me no leif; 

^ar nocht gud howp my hart uphie, 
"My verry corps for cair wald cleif j 
My panefull purs fo priclia me. 

in. 

Quhen I fett me to fing or dance, 

Or go to plefand paftance, 

G 
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"^Than paufing of penuritie 
Revis that fra my retnemberance ; 

My panefull purs fo priclis me. 

IV. 

Quhen men that hes purfes in tone, 

Paffes to drynk or to disjone, 

Than mon I keip ane gravetie. 

And fay that I will faft quhill none ; 

My panefull purs fo priclis me, 

V. 

My purs h maid of fic ane Ikin, 

Thair will na corfes byd it within ; 

Strait as fra the feynd thay fle, 

Quha evir tyne, quha evir win ; 

My panefull purs fo priclis me. 

VI. 

Had I ane man of ony natioun, ^ 

Culd mak on it ane conjuratiounj 
To gar filver ay in it be, 

The devill fuld haif no dominalioun 
With pyne to gar it prickill me. 

VH. 

I haif inquyrit in mony a place, 

For help and confort in this cace, 

And all men fayis, my Lord, thatVe 
Can beft remeid for this malice, 

That with fic panis prickills me. 


t 
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r 

4 

[ 

None may Assure in this Warld. 

I. 

QUHOME to fall I complene my wo, 

And kyth my cairis on or nio; 

1 knaw nocht amang riche nor pure, 

Quha is my freind, quha is my fo ; 

For in this warld may none aflure. 

II. 

Lord, how fall I my dayis difpone, 

For lang fervice rewarde is none ; 

And fchort my lyfe may heir indurc; 

And loflit is my tyme bygone ; 

Into this warld ma none affiire. 

III. 

Oft Falfett rydis with ane rout, 

Quhen Treuth gois on his fute about, 

And lak of fpending dois him fpur. 

Thus what to do I am in dout; 

Into this warld ma none aflure. 

IV. 

Nane heir bot richemen hes renoun, 

And bot puremen ar pluckit down ; 

And nane bot juft men tholis injure, 

Sa wit is blindit and reflbun ; 

Into this warld ma none aflure. 

V. 

Vertew the court hes done difpyis, 

Ane rebald to renoun dois ryis, 

G % And 
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And calrlis of nobills hcs the cure. 
And bumbards bruks the benefyis ; 

Into this warld ma none afiurc* 

VI. 

All gentriee and nobilitie 
Ar pafiit out of he degre; 

On fredome is laid forfaltour; 

In princis is thair no pety ; 

For in this warld ma none affure. 

VIL 

Is none fo armit into plait, 

That can fra truble him debait; 

May no man lang in welth indure^ 

For wo that evir lyia at the wait; 

Into this warld ma none aflure* 

VIIK 

Flattery w-eiris ane furut goun. 

And Falfett with the lord dois roun ; 

And Treuth ftands barrit at the dure^^ 
And exulit is of the toun j 

Into this warld ma none aflTure. 

JX. 

Fra everilk mouth fair wirds proceidis. 
In every hairt difceptioun breids ; 

Fra every all gois luke demure, 

Bot fra the handis goia few gud deids j 
Into this warld ma none alfure, 

X. 


Toungis now ar maid of quhyte quhaill bonc^. 
And hairtis are maid of hard flynt Itone; 
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And ene of amiable blyth afure, 

And hands of adamant laith to difpone ; 

Into this warld ma none affure. 

XI. 

Yit hairt, with hand and body, all 
Mon anfwer deth quhen he dois call, 

To compt befoir the juge future 
Sen all ar deid, or than de fall, 

" Quha fuld into this warld alfure ? 

XII. 

Nothing bot dcth this fchortly Cravis, 

Quhair fortoun evir us fo diffavis, 

With freyndly fmylinge of ane hure, 

Quhais fals behechtis as wind hym wavis; 
into this warld ma none affure. 

XIV. 

O quha fall weild the wrang poffeflioun,. 

Or the gold gatherit with oppreffioun, 

Quhen the angell blawis his bugill fture I 
Quilk unreftorit helpis no confeffioun ; 

Into this warld ma none affure. 

XIH. 

Quhat help is thair in lordfchippis fevin, 

Quhen na hous is bot hell and hevin, 

Paiice of licht, or pitt obfcure, 

Quhair youlis are hard with horreble ftevin 
Into this warld ma none affure. 

XV. 

Vbl ardentes ^inimay 
Semper dicenteSi Fei Fe! Vei 

G 3 S;i]l 
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Sail cry, Allace that women tbame bure E 
0 quatitiC funt iflx tenebra ! 

Into this warld ma none a 0 ure« 

XVI. 

Than quho fall wirk for warld's wrak> 
Quhen flude and iyre fall our it frak. 

And frely fruftir^feild and fure, 

"With tempeft kenc and hiddous crak j 
Into this warld Ida none affure. 

XVII. 

Lord, fen in tym^ fo none to cum, 

De terra furrc^urus funt'. 

Reward me with none erdly cure, 

return da imperiiwt $ 

Into this warld ma none aflurc* 


< <•.<■•< ■< •<••4 • 44 »>'>»• >•>••>•> 


Lament the Detii the Makkar.13* 


I. 

I THAT in heill wes and glaidnefs, 

Am trublit now with grit feiknefs. 

And feblit with infirmitie ; 

Timor mortis conturhat 

II. 

Our plefans heir is all vane glory, 

This falfe warld is bot tranfitory, 

The flcfche is bruckle, the feynd is flc; 

T^uot mortis conturbaf me* 

iir. 
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The ftait of man doU chainge and vary, 

3 >Jow found, now fcik, now blylb, now fary> 

Is^ow danfand mirry, now lyk to die ; 

T'imor mortis conturbat me* 

IV. 

>1^0 ftait in erd heir ftandis hcker $ 

As with the wind wavis, the wicker^ 

So waivis this warlds vanitiej 
Timor mortis conturbat me* 

V. 

TJnto the deth gois all eftaitis, 

Princis, prelattis, and poteftaitls, 

Bayth riche and puire of all degre 
Timor mortis conturbat me* 

VI. 

He taikis the knychtis into the feild,. 

Enarmit undir helme and fcheild, 

Vidor he is at all mellie j 
Timor mortis conturbat me* 

vn. 

That ftrang unvynfable tirrand 
Taks on the muderis breift fowkand 
The bab, full of benignitie 5 
Timor mortis conturbat me* 

VIII. 

He taikis the campioiin in the ftour, 

The captane clofit in the tour, 

The lady in hour full of bewtie ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me*- 

IX. 
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IX. 

He fpairis no lord for his pufiens, 

Nor clerk for his intelligens; 

His awfiiU ftraik may no man fle ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

X. 

Art magicianis and aftrologis, 

Rethoris, logitianis, theologis, 

Thame helpis no conclufionis fie ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XI. 

In madecyne the moft pradlitianis, 

Leichis, furigianis, and phefitianis, 

Thame felf fra detli ma not fupple ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XII. 

I fee the Makkaris amangis the laif 
Playis heir thair padyanis, fyne gois to graif, 
Spairit is nocht thair facultie ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me. 

XIII. 

H^hes done peteouflie devoir, 

The Noble Chawfer of Makars flowir, 

The naonk of Berry, and Gowyr, all thre; 
Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XIV. 

The gude Schir Hew of Eglintoun, 

Etrik, Hcriot, and Wintoun, 

He hes tane out of this cuntrie ; 

Timor mortis cotiiurbat me* 
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XV. 

That fcorploun fell hes done infek 
Maifter johne Clerks and James Afflek^ 

Fra ballat makking acd tragedy j 
Timor mortis conturhat me, \ 

xvr. 

Holland and Barbour he has berevltj 

Allace ! that h^nocht.with us levit ' 

Sir Mungo Dockhartof the Lie; 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XVII. 

Clerk of Tranent cik he hes tane, 

That made the aventers of Sir Gawane^, 

Sir Gilbert Gray endit hca he ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XVIII. 

He hes Blind Hary and Sandy Traill- ' - 
Slane with his fchot of mortall haill, 

Quhilk Patrick Johnftoun mycht nocht Be^ 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XIX. 

He hes reft Merfar his.indyte, 

That did in luve fo lypy write, 

So fchort, fo quick, pf fentens hie ;■ 

Timor mortis conturbat me* 

XX. 

He hes tane Rowll of Abirdenc, 

And genlill Rowll of Corftorphyne ; 

Twa bettir fallowis did no man fie; 

Timor mortis conturbat me, 

XX!. 
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XXL 

In Dumfermling he hes tane Broun, 
With gude Mr Robert Henryfoun, 

Sir Johne the Rofs irabraift hes Ife; 
Timor morth conturbat me, 

XXIL 

And he hes now tane, laft of aw, 

The gentill Stobo and Quintene Schaw, 
Of quhome all wichtis hes pitie ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me, 

XXIIL 

And Mr Walter Kennedy, 

In poyntt of deth lyis verely. 

Grit rewth it wer that fo fuld be ; 
Timor mortis conturbat me, 

XXIV. 

Sen he hes all my brethren tane. 

He will nocht let me leif alane, 

On fors I mon his nixt pray be ; 

Timor mortis conturbat me, 

XXV. 

Sen for the deth remeid is non, 

Beft is that we for deth difpone, 

Aftir our deth that leif may we; 

Timor mortis conturbat me» 
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O/* Luye Erdly Divine. 

1 . 

NOW culit is Dame Venus brand ; 

Trew luvis fyre is ay kindilland., 

And I begyn to underftand, 

In feynit luve quhat foly bene ; 

Now curnis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
Ane trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

n. 

Quhill Venus fyre be deid and cauld, 
Trew luvis fyre nevir burnis bauld ; 

Sa as the ta lufe vaxis auld, 

The tothir dois incres moir kene; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And true luve ryiis fro the fplene. 

III. 

No man hes curege for to wryte, 

Quhat plefans is in lufe perfyte, 

That lies in fenyeit lufe delyt, 

Thair kyndnes is fo contrair dene; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryiis fro the fplene. 

IV. 

Full wcill is him that may imprent, 

Or onyvvayis his hairt confent. 

To turne to trew luve his intent, 
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And ftill the quirrell to fufteine j 
Kow cumis aigd quhair yo\vth hes bent, 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

V. 

I half experience by my fell; 

In luvis court anis did 1 dwell, 

13ot quhair I of a joy cowth tell, 

1 culd of truble tell fyftene ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene. 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

VI. 

Befoii* quhair that I wes in dreid, 

Now haif I confort for to fpeid, 

Quhair I had maugre to my meid, 

I treft rewaird and thanks betwene ; 
Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryds fro the fplene. 

vri. 

Quhair lufe wes wont me to difpleis, 
Now find I in to lufe grit eis ; 

Quhair I had denger and difeis, 

My breift all confort dois contene ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene, 

vni. 

Quhair I wes hurt wdth jelofy, 

And wald no luver wer bot I; 

Now quhair 1 lufe I wald all wy. 
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Als welll as I luvit I wene ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 

And trew hive ryfis fro the fpkne. 

TX. 

Befoir quhair I durft nocht for fchame 
My lufe deferive, nor tell hir name ; 

Now think I wirfehep wer and fame, 

To all the warld that it war fene ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene# 

And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

X. 

Befoir no wicht I did complenc. 

So did her denger me derene ; 

And now I fett nocht by a bene, 

Hir bewty nor hir twa fair cne ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene. 

And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

XI. 

I half a luve farar of face, 

Quhome in no denger may half place, 

Quhilk will me guerdoun gif and grace, 

And mercy ay quhen I me mene; 

Now cumis aige quhair yow'th hes bene, 

And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

xir, 

Unqiiyt I do no thing nor fane. 

Nor wairis a luvis thocht in vane ; 

I fal be als weill luvit agane, 

H Thair 
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Thair may no jangler me prevene; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

XIIL 

So riche, fo rewthfull, and difcrcit, 

Ane lufe fo fare, fo gnd, fo fneit, 

And for the kynd of man fo meit, 

Nevir moir fal be, nor yit hes bene ; 
Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

XJV. 

Is none fa trew a luve as he. 

That for trew lufe of us did de ; 

He fuld be luffit agane, think me, 

That wald fa fane our luve obtene ; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 

s 

And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 

XV. 

Is none but grace of God I wis. 

That can in yowth confiddir this, 

This fals diflavand warlds blis. 

So gydis man in flouris grene; 

Now cumis aige quhair yowth hes bene, 
And trew luve ryfis fro the fplene. 
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Of the Nativitie of Chryste. 


I. 

RORATE call defuptr^ 

Kevins diftill your balmy fchouris. 

For now is riffin the brycht day-fter, 

Fro the Rofe Mary, flour of flouris: 
The cleir Sone, quhome no clud devouru, 
Surmunting Phebus in the eft. 

Is cum (out) of his hcvinly touris; 

Et nobis puer natus ejl» 


11 . 

Archangellis, angellis, and dompnationis, 
Tronis, poteftatis, and marteiris feir, 
And all ye heviniy operationis, 

Ster, planeit, firmament, and fpcir, 
Fyrc, crd, air, and wattir cleir, 

To him gife loving, moft and left, 

That come into fo meik maneir, 

Et nobis puer natus ejl, 

III. . 

Synnaris be glaid, and pennance do. 

And thank your Makar hairtfully ; 

For he, that ye mycht nocht cum to, 

To yow is cumin full humily, 

H a 


Your 
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Your faults with his blud to by, 

And lous yow of the feindis arreft, 
And only of his awin mercy; 

Pro nobis ptter natxu ejh» 


IV. 

All clergy do to him inclyne, 

And bow unto that barne benyng, 
And do your obfervance devyne, 

To him that is of kingis King ; 
Enfence his altar reid, and ling 
In haly kirk, with mynd degeft, 
Him honouring attour all thing, 

$ui nobis piter natus ej}. 


V. 

Celeftiall fowlis in the arc, 

Sing with your nottis upoun hicht; 
In firthis and in forreftis fair 
Be'myrthfull now, at all your mycht. 
For paffit is your dully nycht; 

Aurora hes the cluddis peril, 

The fon is riflin with glaidfum lycht* 
Et nobis puer natus eji» 

. VI. 

Now fpring up flouris fra the rutc. 
Revert yow upwart naturaly, 

In honour of the bliffit frute, 

That rais up fro the Rofe Mary ; 
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out your levis luftcly, 

Fro deid tak lyfe now at the leftf 
In wirfchip of that Prince wirthy, 
nobis puer natus eji^ 


VII. 

Syng hevin imperiall moft of hicht, 
Regions of air mak armony, 

All fifche in flud and foull of flicht, 

Re myrthfull and mak melody ; 

All gloria in exceljis cry, 

Hevin, erd, fe, man, bird, and beft. 
He that is crownit abone the Iky, 

-Pro ;;obij pner natus ejl% 


Of the Resurrection 0/Chryste. 


I. 

I50NE is a battell on the dragon blak, 

Our campioun Chryft confoundit lies his force, 
The yettis of hell ar broken with a crak, 

The figne triumphall rafit is of the croce ; 

The divillis trymmillis with hiddous voce, 

The faulis ar borrowit, and to the blifs can go, 
Chryft with his bind our ranfoms dois indoce ; 
rrexlt Doniimis de fepulchro* 

II 3 H- 
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11 . 

Dungin is the deidly dragon Lucifer; 

The crewall ferpent with the mortall ftang, 
The auld kene tegir with his teith on char, 
Quhilk in a wait hcs lyne for us fo lang. 
Thinking to grip us in his clowis ftrang, 

The mercifull Lord wald nocht that it wer fO| 
He maid him for to felye of that fang; 

Surrexit Dominus de fepulcbro* 

III. 

He for our fake that fufferit to be (lane, 

And lyk a Iamb in facrifice wes dicht. 

Is lyk a lyone riflin up agane, 

And as (a) gyane raxit him on hicht; 

Springin is Aurora radius and bricht, 

On loft is gone the glorius Appollo, 

The blisfull day departit fro the nycht; 

Surrexit Dominus de fepidchrom 


IV. 

The grit vii^tour agane is riflin on hicht, 

That for oar querrell to the deth wes woundit 
The fone that vox all paill now fchynis bricht. 
And dirknes clerit, our fayth is now refoundit 
The knell of mercy fra the hevin is foundit, 

The Chriftins ar deliverit of thair wo, 

The Jewis and thair errour ar confoundit; 
Surrexit Dominm de fepulchro* 
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V. 

The fo is chafit the battell is done ceis, 

The prefone brokin, the jevellours fleit and flemit; 
The weir is gon, confermit is the pcis. 

The fetteris lowfit, and the dungeoun temit. 

The ranfoum maid, the prefoneris redemit; 

The feild is won, ourcumin is the fo, 

Difpulit of the trefure that he yemit; 

Surrexit Dominuj de fepulchro* 

Erdly Joy returnU in Pane* 


I. 

OF Lentron in the firft mornyng. 

Airly as did the day up fpring, 

Thus fang an burd with voce upplane, 

AU erdly joy returnis in pane. 

II. 

O man ! half mynd that thow mon pas, 

Remember that thow art bot as, 

And fall in as return agane; 

All erdly joy returnis in pane. 

III. 

Half mynd that eild ay followis yowth, 

Deth followis lyfe with gaipand mowth, 

Devoring frudl and flowring grane; 

AU erdly joy returnis in pane. 

IV. 
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IV. 

Welth, warldly gloir, and riche array, 

Ar all bot thornis laid in thy way, 

Ourcowerd with flouris laid in ane trane $ 

All erdly joy returnis in pane. 

V. 

Come nevir yit May fo frefche and grene,. 

Bot Januar come als wod and kene ; 

Wes nevir fic drowth bot anis come rane ; 

All erdly joy leturnis in pane. 

VI. 

Evirmair unto this warlds joy, 

As nerreft air fucceeds noy ; 

Thairfoir quhen joy ma nocht remane,. 

His verry air fucceedis pane ; 

VII. 

Ikir helth returnis in feiknes, 

And mirth returnis in havines,. 

Toun in defert, forreft in plane;; 

All erdly joy returnis in pane. 

VIII. 

Fredome returnis in wrechitnes, 

And trewth returnis in dowbilnes, 

With fenyeit wirds to mak men fane 

All erdly joy returnis in pane. 

IX. 

Vertew returnis into vyce, 

And honour into avaryce, 

With cuvatyce is confciens fiane ; 

All erdly joy returnis in pane. 

X. 


Digitized by GoL)gle 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



dvnbak’s roEMs. 93 

X. 

Sen erdly joy abydis nevir, 

Wirk for the joy that leftis evir. 

For uder joy is ail bot vane; 

All erdly joy returnis in pane* 


-4 •4-4 •4-V4"4>4-4"4i|i 


The Twa Luves Erdly and Devyne. 


I. 

IK May as that Aurora did upfpringi 
With criilall ene chaiing the cluddis fable^ 

I hard a Merle, with mirry notis, ting 
A fang of lufe, with voce rycht confortabic, 
Agane the orient bemis amiable, 

Upone a blUfuU brcnche of lawryr grene : 
This wes hir fentens fueit and dele&ablc, 

A lufty lyfe in luves fervice bene* 


II. 

Undir this brcnch ran doun a revir brlcht. 

Of balmy liquour, criftallyne of hew, 

Agane the hevinly aifur Ikyis licht; 

Quhair did, upone the tothir fyd, perfew 
A Nychtingale, with fuggurit notis new, 

Quhois angell fedderis as the pacok fchone : 

This wes hir fong, and of a fentens trew, 

All luve is loll bot upone God allone. 

Ill* 
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III. 

With notis glaid, and glorius armony. 

This joyfull Merle fo faluft fcho the day, 
Quhill rong the widdis of hir melody, 
Saying, Awalk ye luvaris o this May ; 

Lo frcfch Flora hcs flureft every fpray. 

As natur hes hir taucht, the noble Quenc, 
The feild bene clothit in a new array, 

A lufty lyfe in luvis fervice bene. 


IV. 

Nevir fueetar noys wes hard with levand man 
Na maid this mirry gentill Nychtingaill, 

Hir found went with the rever as it ran 

Outthrew the frefchc and fiureift lufty vaill r 
O Merle, quoth fcho, O fule, ftynt of thy taill. 
For in thy fong gud fentens is thair none, 

For boith is tynt, the tyme and the travaill. 

Of every luvc bot upone God allonc. 


V- 

Seis, quoth the Merle, thy preching, Nychtingale : 

Sail folk thair yowth fpend in to holines ? 

Of yung fan<fti8 growis auld feyndia but (faill) : 

Fy, ypocreit, in yeiris tendirnes, 

Agane the law of kynd thow gois expres, 

That crukit aige makis on with yowth ferene, 
Quhome natur of conditionis maid dyvera; 

A lufty lyfe in luves fervice bene. 

VI. 


Digitized by Goc igle 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



Dunbar’s poems. 


95 


VI. 

The Nychtingall {aid, Fule, remember the, 

That both in yowth and eild, and every hour, 
The luve of God moil deir to man fuld be : 

That him, of nocht, wrocht lyk his awin figour. 
And deit himfelf fro deid him to fuccour: 

O quhither wes kythit thair trew lufe or none ? 
He is moft trew and fteidfaft paramour; 

All luve is loft bot iipone him allone. 

VII. 

The Merle faid, Quhy put God fo grit bewte 
In ladcis, with fic womanly having, 

Bot gif he wald that thay fuld luvit be ? 

To luve eik natur gaif thame inclyning ; 

And he of natur that wirker wes and king, 

Wald no thing fruftir put, nor lat be fene. 

In to his creature of his awin making: 

A lufty lyfc in luves fcrvice bene. 

VIII. 

The Nychtingall faid, Nocht to that behufc 
Put God fic bewty in a ladies face. 

That fcho fuld haif the thank thairfoir, or lufe, 

Bot he the wirker, that put in hir fic grace; 

Of bewty, bontie, riches, tyme, or fpace, 

And every gudnes that bene to cum or gone. 

The thank redounds to him in every place; 

All luve is loft bot upone God allone. 

IX. 
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IX. 

O Nychtingall, it wer a ftory nycc 
That luve fuld nocht depend on cheritc : 

And gifc that vertew contrair be to vyce, 

Than lufe mon be a vertew, as thinkis me ; 

For ay to lufe invy mone contrair be: 

God bad eik lufe thy nychtbour fro the fplene. 
And quho than ladeis fuetar nychtbours be ? 

A lufty lyfe in luves fervice bene. 

X. 

The Nychtingall faid, Bird, quhy dois thow raif! 

Man may tak in his lady fic delyt, 

Him to forget that hir fic vertew gaif, 

And for his hevin raflaif hir cullour quhyt: 

Hir goldin treflit hairis redomyt, 

Lyk to Apollois bemis thocht thay fchone, 

Suld nocht him blind fro lufe that is perfyt; 

All lufe is loll bot upone God allone. 


XI. 

The Merle faid, Lufe is caus of honour ay, 

Luve makis cowardis manheid to purchas, 

Luve makis knychtis hardy at affey, 

Luve makis wrechis full of lergenes, 

Luve makis fueir folks full of billines, 

Luve makis fluggirds frefche and weill befenc, 
Luve changis vyce in vertewis nobilnes ; 

A lufty lyfe in luves fervice bene. 

xrr. 
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XII. 

The Nychtingall faid, trew is the contrary j 
The fruflir luve it blindis men fo far, 

In to thair mynds it makis thame to vary ; 

In fals vane glory thay fo dninkin ar, 

Thair wit is went, of wo they ar nocht war, 

Qiihill that all wirchip away be fro thame gone. 
Fame, gudds, and ftrenth : quhairfoir weilifay Idar, 
All luve is loft bot uponc God allonc. 

XIII. 

Than faid the Merle, Myne errour I confes; 

This fruftir luve all is bot vanite; 

Blind ignorance me gaif fic hardines, 

To argonc fo agane the varite ; 

Quhairfoir 1 counfall every man, that he 
M^ith lufe nocht in the feindis net be tone, 

Bot luve the luve that did for his lufe de ; 

All lufe is loft bot upone God alione. 

XIV. 

Than fang thay both with vocis lowd and cleir: 

The Merle fang, Man lufe God that hes the wrocht, 
The Nychtingall fang, Man lufe the Lord moft deir, 
That the and all this wafld maid of nocht; 

The Merle faid, Luve him that thy lufe hes focht. 
Fra hevin to erd, and heir tuk fiefche and bone; 
The Nychtingall fang, And with his deid the bocht i 
All luve is loft bot upone him allone. 

I XV. 
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XV. 

Thane flaw thir birdis our the bewis fchene. 

Singing of lufc amang the levis fmall; 

Quhois ythand pleid yit maid my thochtis grene, 

Bothe fleping, walking, in reft, and in travail: 

Me to rcconfort moll it dois awaill 
% 

Agane for lufe, quhen lufc I can find none. 

To think how fong this Merle and Nychtingaill, 

All lufe is loft bot upone God allone. 

The CONTEMPLATIOUM of MANIS MoRTALITIB, 

I- 

MEMENTO homo quod cinh es ; 

Think, man, thow art bot erd and as ; 

Lang heir to dwell na thing thow pres, 

For as thow come, fo fall thow pas, 

Lyk as ane fchaddow in ane glafs. 

Syne glydis all thy tyme that heir is. 

Think, thocht thy bodye ware of bras, 

tu in cinerem reverterij. 


II, 

Worthye Hector and Hercules, 

Fortys Achill, and ftrong Sampfonc, 
Alexander of grit nobilnes, 

Meik David, and fair Abfolonc, 


Hes 

f 
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Hes playit th^r pairtis, and all are gone. 
At will of God| that all thing fteiris; 
Think, man, extcptioun there is none, 
Sed tu in cinercm nverteru* 


III. 

Thocht now thow be maift glaid of chcir, 
Faireft and plefandeft of port. 

Yet may thow be, within ane yere, 

Ane ugfum, uglye tramort; 

And fen thow knowis thy tyme is fchort. 
And in all houre thy lyfe in weir is. 
Think, man, amang all uthir fport, 

^od tu in cinerem re*verteru% 


IV. 

Thy luftyc bewte, and thy youth. 

Sail feid as dois the fomer flouris. 

Syne fall the fwallow with his mouth 
The dragone death, (that all devouris.) 

K’o caftell fall ihe keip, nor touris, 

Bot he fall feik the with thy feiris; 

Thairfore remember at all houris, 

^uod tu in cinerem re^erterism 

V. 

Thocht all this warld thow did poiTeid, 
Nocht eftir death thow fall poOes, 

Nor with the tak, but thy gud dcid, 

Quhen thow dois fro this warld the drcs: 

I % 


Digitized by Go*, (gle 


Original from 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 



X09 


DUNBAR.*3 poems* 


So fpeid the, man, and the confes, 

With humill hart and fobir teiris, 

And fadlye in thy hart imprea, 

^od tu in cintrem ren)€rteriu 

VI. 

Thocht thow be taklit nevir fo fare, 
Thow fall in deathts port arryve, ^ 
Quhare nocht for tempcft may indure, 
Bot fevlle all to fpeiris (dryve ;) 

Thy Ranfomer, with woundis fyve, 

Mak thy plycht-anker, and thy fteiria, 
To hald thy faule with him on lyve, 

Cum tu in cinerem reverterh* 


i? 7 iST / 5. 
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